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FOREWORD
This New Zealand Standard was prepared by the Standards New Zealand Technical 
Committee P 5826 Pool Water Quality, at the request of Local Government New Zealand, 
to update NZS 5826:2000 Pool water quality. 

As an important public health Standard, this edition has been substantially revised and 
updated to re昀氀ect current knowledge, technology, and processes. This Standard is intended 
to be used by all pool owners and pool managers, and consists of two Parts:

(a) Part 1 contains water quality parameters to meet in order to claim compliance with 
the Standard;

(b) Part 2 incorporates a major change with the provision of guidance on the application 
of risk management principles to water quality and general pool management.  This 
material may be used by a pool owner or pool manager to prepare a tailored pool 
risk management plan (PRMP), which will identify potential harmful events impacting 
on water quality, and indicate solutions. 

The requirement in the Standard that pools have water quality risk management plans in 
operation is new. All public pools shall have risk management plans in place, and domestic 
pool owners should operate their pools in accordance with these principles.

Risk management plans ensure that swimming pools are operated as safely as possible, 
in order that the largest possible number of users bene昀椀ts from these recreational water 
environments. Risk management principles and plans will be helpful to all pool owners and 
pool operators in understanding general pool management and maintenance, and should 
help pool managers ensure compliance and drive cost savings by taking all practicable 
steps, in proportion to the assessed risk, to eliminate, isolate, or minimise each risk to 
water quality. 

Users of this Standard are reminded that it has no legal authority in its own right, but acquires 
legal standing when cited or referenced in legislation, or adopted by the Government or 
other authority having jurisdiction.

OUTCOME STATEMENT
This Standard will, through identi昀椀cation of all practicable steps, assist pool owners and 
pool managers to meet their responsibilities for public safety by providing robust and 
ef昀椀cient pool water quality management systems that ensure that the water used in pools 
is maintained to safeguard health.
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