
I 

....... ..... 
,.....,... "" .. M¥U _,., lcU-.t•• .... 

I 

https://www.hsenode.com/NFPA/174964799/NFPA-214?src=spdf


Copyright© 2020 National Fire Protection Association ®. All Rights Reserved . 

NFPA® 214 

Standard on 

Water-Cooling Towers 

2021 Edition 

This edition of NFPA 214, Standard on lf./at({f'-Cooling 10W({f'S, ;vas prepared by the Technical 
Committee on Water-Cooling To;vers . It ;vas issued by the Standards Council on October 5, 2020, 
;vith an effective date of October 25, 2020, and supersedes all previous editions . 

This edition of NFPA 214 ;vas approved as an American National Standard on October 25, 2020 . 

Origin and Development ofNFPA 214 

The subject of the protection of ;vater -cooling to;vers ;vas first considered by the NFPA Committee 
on Building Construction in 1957, and a progress report on the subject ;vas published in the 
Advance Reports of that year. In 1958, a ne;v Committee on Water -Cooling To;vers ;vas appointed, 
and a Tentative Standard on Fire Protection of Water-Cooling To;vers proposed by the Committee 
;vas adopted by the Association . Final adoption of NFPA 214, Standard on lf./at{{f'-Cooling 10W({f'S, ;vas 
secured in 1959 . Revised editions ;vere published in 1961, 1966, 1968, 1971, 1976, 1977, 1983, 1988, 
and 1992 . 

The 1996 edition of the standard reinforced a performance -based approach to fire protection for 
;vater -cooling to;vers . The scope ;vas also changed to include protection of field -erected ;vater -cooling 
to;vers . 

The changes in the 2000 edition reflected the ne;v 1Vfanual of St)1/,e for NFPA 1echnical Committ,ee 
Documents. The 2005 edition added requirements for pilot line detectors . 

The 2011 edition made several clarifications to improve NFPA 214's functionality for the user and 
to coordinate ;vi th other documents . 

The 2016 edition better aligned the sprinkler requirements ;vi thin the standard ;vi th the types of 
systems defined in NFPA 13, Standard for the Installation of Sprinkler SJ1stems. 

The majority of the changes made for the 2021 edition of the standard are limited to updating 
the references in the document. T;vo notable exceptions are the updated definition for fire-resistant 
partition and the requirement to evaluate certain factors ;vhen determining proper fire protections in 
Chapter 4. Previotisly, the definition of fire-resistant partition directed the tiser to a mandatory 
requirement, ;vhich is not allo;ved by the 1Vfanual of St)1/,e for NFPA 1echnical Committee Documents, ;vhile 
the update to Chapter 4 provides clearer reqtlirements for the Al-IJ. 

NFPA and Nationa l Fire Protection Association are registered trademarks of the Nationa l Fire Protection Association , Quinc y, tvlassach usetts 02169. 
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214-2 \.\TATER-COOL ING TO\.\ TERS 

Technical Committee on Water-Cooling Towers 

RobertJ. Smith, Jr. , Chair 

tvlarsh USA Inc., IL [I] 

Robert M. Gagnon , Secretary 

Gagnon Eng ineering, tvlD [SE ] 

Clay P. Aler, Koffe l Assoc iates, Inc., tvlD [SE ] 

Brenton Lee Cox, Exponent, Inc., IL [SE ] 

Larr y J. Edwards , F. E. tvloran, Inc., IL [I tvl] 

John R. Holmes , Spr inkl er Fitt ers UA Local 709 JAC, CA [L] 
Rep. United Assn. ofJ ourney1nen and Apprent ices of the 

Plu1nbin g and Pip e Fittin g Indu stry 

Scott T. Martorano , The Viking Corporat ion, tvli [tvl] 

Joseph L. Navarra , Exe lon Corpora tion/ Pepco, DC [U] 

Rep. Edison Electr ic Institut e 

Roland A. Asp, Nationa l Fire Spr inkl er Assoc ia tion, Inc., tvlD [ tvl] 

(Vot ing Alt) 

Kevin P. Belle"\\) Spr inkl er Fitters & Apprent ices Local 696, NJ [L] 
(Alt to J ohn R. H ohnes) 

Daryl C. Bessa , F. E. tvloran, Inc. Spec ial H azard Syste1ns, IL [I tvl] 
(Alt to Larry J. Ed,vards) 

Heath Dehn , NFPA Staff Liai son 

David M. Nieman , Bechte l Corporat ion, VA [SE] 

PauIJ. Pinigis , H ank ins & Anderson , Arch itects & Engineers, VA 
[SE ] 

J ess Seawell, Co1npos ite Cooling Solutions , TX [ tvl] 

Rep. Coo ling Techno logy Ins titut e 

Peter M. Shank, Nuclear Se1vice Organization, DE [I] 

Alternates 

James Bland , Co1npos ite Coo ling Solutions, TX [ tvl] 

(Alt to J ess Sea,ve ll) 

James J. McKinnon , The Viking Corporat ion, tvli [ tvl] 
(Alt to Scott T. tvlartorano) 

Terr y L. Victor, J ohnson Contro ls, tvID [ tvl] 
(Vot ing Alt.) 

1'his list represents the membership at the time the Committee rJJas balloted on the final text of. this edition. 
Since that time, changes in the membership may have occun-ed. A key to classifications is j"ound at the 
back of. the document. 
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NOTE: tvle1nbersh ip on a co1n1nittee shall not in and o f itse lf const itut e an endorse1nent of 
the Assoc iation or any docu1nent deve loped by the co1n1nittee on 'vhich the 1ne1nber serves. 

Committee Sco pe: Thi s Co1n1nittee shall have pri1nary responsibi li ty for docu1nents on the 

design, construct ion, protection, and 1naintenance of,vater-coo ling to,vers. 
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