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Important Notices and Disclaimers:  Publication of this handbook is for the purpose of circulating information and 

opinion among those concerned for fre and electrical safety and related subjects.  While every effort has been made 

to achieve a work of high quality,  neither the NFPA® nor the contributors to this handbook guarantee or warrantee 

the accuracy or completeness of or assume any liability in connection with the information and opinions contained in 

this handbook.  The NFPA and the contributors shall in no event be liable for any personal injury,  property,  or other 

damages of any nature whatsoever,  whether special,  indirect,  consequential,  or compensatory,  directly or indirectly 

resulting from the publication,  use of,  or reliance upon this handbook.

This handbook is  published with the understanding that the NFPA and the contributors to this handbook are 

supplying information and opinion but are not attempting to render engineering or other professional services.  If such 

services are required,  the assistance of an appropriate professional should be sought.

NFPA 1600,  Standard on Disaster/Emergency Management and Business Continuity/Continuity of Operations 

Programs,  (“NFPA 1600”),  is,  like all NFPA codes,  standards,  recommended practices,  and guides (“NFPA 

Standards”),  made available for use subject to Important Notices and Legal Disclaimers,  which appear at the end of 

this handbook and can also be viewed at www.nfpa.org/disclaimers.

Notice Concerning Code Interpretations:  This frst edition of the NFPA 1600 Handbook is  based on the 201 6 edition 

of NFPA 1600.  All NFPA codes,  standards,  recommended practices,  and guides (“NFPA Standards”)  are developed in 

accordance with the published procedures of the NFPA by technical committees comprised of volunteers drawn from 

a broad array of relevant interests.  The handbook contains the complete text of NFPA 1600  and any applicable Formal 

Interpretations issued by the NFPA at the time of publication.  This NFPA Standard is accompanied by explanatory 

commentary and other supplementary materials.

The commentary and supplementary materials in this handbook are not a part of the NFPA Standard and do 

not constitute Formal Interpretations of the NFPA (which can be obtained only through requests processed by the 

responsible technical committees in accordance with the published procedures of the NFPA).  The commentary and 

supplementary materials,  therefore,  solely refect the personal opinions of the editor or other contributors and do not 

necessarily represent the offcial position of the NFPA or its technical committees.

REMINDER:  UPDATING OF NFPA STANDARDS

NFPA 1600,  Standard on Disaster/Emergency Management and Business Continuity/Continuity of Operations 

Programs,  like all NFPA codes,  standards,  recommended practices,  and guides (“NFPA Standards”),  may be amended 

from time to time through the issuance of Tentative Interim Amendments or corrected by Errata.  An offcial NFPA 

Standard at any point in time consists of the current edition of the document together with any Tentative Interim 

Amendment and any Errata then in effect.  In order to determine whether an NFPA Standard has been amended 

through the issuance of Tentative Interim Amendments or corrected by Errata,  visit the Document Information Pages 

on NFPA’s website.  The Document Information Pages provide up-to-date,  document specifc information including 

any issued Tentative Interim Amendments and Errata.  To access the Document Information Page for a specifc NFPA 

Standard go to http://www.nfpa.org/document for a list of NFPA Standards,  and click on the appropriate Standard 

number (e.g.,  NFPA 1600).  In addition to posting all existing Tentative Interim Amendments and Errata,  the Document 

Information Page also includes the option to sign-up for an “Alert” feature to receive an email notifcation when new 

updates and other information are posted regarding the document.
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“By failing to prepare,  you are preparing to fail,” is  a quote commonly accredited to Benja-

min Franklin.  Although the origin of this saying is often called into question,  the meaning 

behind it is not.  Preparation is a key component of a community’s resilience.  Today,  NFPA 

1600 is the only standard in the world that integrates both emergency management and con-

tinuity elements into a single program that focuses on making entities more resilient.  It is  

the culmination of many years of hard work and improvements.  With the world around us 

ever changing,  the NFPA 1600  standard has been evolving with the times as well.  NFPA 

1600 first came out in 1 995 with the title “Recommended Practice for Disaster Management.”  

In 2004,  NFPA 1600  was recognized by the National Commission on Terrorist Attacks Upon 

the United States (the 9/1 1  Commission) as a national preparedness standard and has been 

adopted by the U.S.  Department of Homeland Security as a voluntary consensus standard for 

emergency preparedness.

Although emergency management is not a new feld,  it was not until events such as the 

2004 Indian Ocean earthquake and tsunami,  Hurricane Katrina in 2005,  and the Fukushima 

Daiichi nuclear disaster that was triggered by the T hoku earthquake and tsunami in 201 1  that 

emergency management hit the mainstream media.  Images of the destruction of these events 

came into everyone’s home and affected citizens throughout the world.  In 2005,  Hurricane 

Katrina affected the Southeastern coast of the United States causing death and destruction;  

residents of New Orleans were evacuated from their homes and sheltered throughout the 

country.  A little-known fact is that during the Hurricane Katrina response,  the Mexican Army 

provided humanitarian efforts in San Antonio,  Texas,  by supplying meals to evacuees and 

responders.  

The White House report in 2006,  The Federal Response to Hurricane Katrina:  Lessons 

Learned,  reported that Hurricane Katrina developed from a Category 4 to a Category 5  storm 

over a 6-hour period.  The National Weather Service issued warnings to Louisiana residents — 

of certain death — if they remained in the area,  and of possible power outages that could last 

for weeks.  Although some evacuated the area,  others did not,  and post-storm residents of New 

Orleans were part of one of the largest search and rescue operations in the United States.    

As a result of the White House report and the vivid media coverage,  need for emergen-

cy management in the United States was thrust into the public eye,  as were the importance 

of an all-hazard approach to emergency management and the benefts  of pre-planning for 

disasters.

With all of the improvements made to NFPA 1600  in this recent revision cycle,  the 

document is revitalized and ready to continue to inform people,  businesses,  organizations,  

and communities.  It is  a valuable resource for any emergency manager,  continuity expert,  

student,  or anyone interested in learning about what goes into developing and assessing these 

programs.  

Users of this handbook should understand that the commentary provided does not refect 

the offcial position of the NFPA. The commentary refects the views of the editors and con-

tributors to this handbook.  This NFPA standard cannot be written to address every possible situ-

ation that may occur,  so it must be applied in good judgment and good sense with an awareness 

of the context,  constraints,  and rationale.

Preface
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This first edition of the NFPA 1600 Handbook was built from the ground up and took a great 

deal of work.  Creating this book was truly a team effort,  and we would like to thank all of those 

who have contributed.  Your knowledge,  dedication,  and passion are appreciated,  and we could 

not have done this alone.

This handbook and the commentary in it are a testament to the dedication and the leader-

ship of the committee members who selfessly work to help countless people they will never 

meet.  Many of those committee members who helped develop the standard also contributed 

to the development of this handbook,  and we would like to acknowledge their efforts.  

Producing this handbook has taken a tremendous amount of effort from a number of 

people on the NFPA staff.  Specifcally we would like to thank the production team of this hand-

book, including Cheryl Langway, interior design and art production manager;  Tracy Gaudet,  

permissions editor;  and Ellen Cosgrove,  copy editor and proofreader.  We would also like to 

thank Debra Rose,  senior product manager,  and Khela Thorne,  development and production 

editor,  whose dedication and hard work have kept this project moving forward through thick 

and thin.  We also thank Ken Willette and Ryan Depew for their invaluable advice and instru-

mental guidance in bringing this handbook into reality.
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Dean Larson

Orlando Hernandez

Acknowledgments

https://www.hsenode.com/NFPA/154364514/NFPA-1600-Handbook?src=spdf


https://www.hsenode.com/NFPA/154364514/NFPA-1600-Handbook?src=spdf

