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This edition of NFPA 1581, Standard on Fire Department Infection Control Program, was prepared by
the Technical Committee on Fire Service Occupational Safety. It was issued by the Standards Council
on March 18, 2021, with an effective date of April 8, 2021, and supersedes all previous editions.

This edition of NFPA 1581 was approved as an American National Standard on April 8, 2021.

Origin and Development of NFPA 1581

In many fire departments, the majority of responses are emergency medical service (EMS)-
related. The need for a proactive infection control policy and program 1s paramount in working in
this environment, as members come in contact with potentially infectious victims or other persons 1n
both emergency and nonemergency settings. It 1s also crucial that those fire departments that do not
provide emergency medical services have a proactive infection control program. Given the variety of
situations that fire departments are called to, ncluding domestic violence, hazardous materials
releases, and even routine structural fires, the potenual for infection of a fire department member
exI15ts.

This document was develepefl to previde requirements for infection control preetiees. The
requirements were n:levelepen:l to be eemperjhle with guin:lelines and reguletiens from the U.S.
Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services that

apply to public safety and emergency response personnel. The first edition of the document was
issued in 1992,

In the 1995 edition, revisions addressed decontamination of equipment and apparatus, clean
areas for equipment to be stored, and living quarters for personnel, as well as the relationship of
these subject areas to the overall health and safety of members.

In the 2000 edition, CDC requirements, the relationship with the medical control facility,
recordkeeping requirements, and information on disease information for emergency responders
were updated.

The 2005 edition was a complete revision to reorganize the document in compliance with the
Manual of Style for NFPA Technical Commiitee Documents. Information on immunizations and infectious
diseases was updated and material on members that decline immunization was moved from the
annex to become requirements. The chapter on fire department apparatus was rewritten to use the
term “vehicles used to transport patients” rather than the term "ambulance” and appropriate
requirements previously referenced to GSA Federal Specification KKK-A-1822FE were included in the
standard. The table of disease information for emergency response personnel was updated to
include some of the bioterrorism agents.

In the 2010 edinon of the document, definitions were revised to clarify terminology and the
revised terminology reflected as approprate throughout the document. References and
requirements were updated to match the latest CDC guidelines, requirements were reorganized into
a more logical order, and emphasis was added on providing for and use of hand washing facilities to
prevent contamination and spread of disease. The requirement for placement of PPE and station
work uniform cleaning equipment, as well as tool and equipment cleaning, was clarified. The
requirements for frequency of cleaning and decontamination of PPE were changed to reference
NFPA 1851. Additonal requirements were added on cleaning non-contaminated laundry. The
revisions clarified the treatment of meningococcal disease and recognized ethicillin-resistant
Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) as an emerging problem and provided guidance on dealing with it.
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For the 2015 edition, the committee updated several of the requirements, as well as definitions relating to pathogens, to
bring the documentin line with the Ryan White HIV/AIDS Treatment Extension Act of 2009. The committee also made
changes based on the efficacy of liquid soap versus bar soap; specifically, liquid soap 1s preferred because it 1s less likely to
harbor infectious diseases. Other changes were based on an increase in the spread of infectious diseases as well as in the
prevalence of some infectious diseases. The committee also included changes to reflect NFPA 1917, Standard for Automotive
Ambulances, as 1t relates to controlling the spread of infectious diseases to providers and occupants in ambulances. Additional
changes were made to ensure that members use respirators of at least N-95 for protection against aerosolized pathogens. Also
included was having the infection control officer be a consultant with the fire department physician regarding the possibility of
imposing restrictions on fire department members who might present a risk of spreading infectious diseases to others.

The 2022 edition incorporates several changes that primarily address infection control measures, such as barrier face
coverings, ventilation, and cleaning and disinfecting equipment, vehicles, and surfaces.
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COMMITTEE PERSONNEL

Technical Committee on Fire Service Occupational Safety

Randy ]. Krause, Chair
Port of Seattle Fire Department, WA [E]

Christina M. Baxter, Emergency Response Tips, LLC, FL. [SE]

David T. Bernzweig, Columbus (OH) Division of Fire, OH [L]
Rep. Columbus Firefighters Union

Sandy Bogucki, Yale University Emergency Medicine, CT [SE]

Dennis R. Childress, Orange County Fire Authority, CA [U]
Rep. California State Firehghters Association

Donald Lee Cox, Volunteer Fireman's Insurance Service, Inc.
(VFIS). FL. [I]
Fabrice Czarnecki, DHS, VA [SE]

Rep. American College of Occupational and Environmental
Medicine (ACOEM)

Bradley Roy Davidson, Firefighter Cancer Consultants, LLC,
Canada [C]
Rep. Last Call Foundation

David W. Dodson, Response Solutions LLC, CO [SE]
Rep. Fire Department Safety Officers Association

Scott William Dollman, United State Army, SC [U |

Christopher A. Garrett, City of Owasso, OK [M]
Rep. International Fire Service Training Association

Stanley Haimes, UCF College of Medicine, FL. [SE]
Kepra Jack, Heartfit for Duty, AZ [U]

Scott D. Kerwood, Hutto Fire Rescue, TX [E]
Rep. International Association of Fire Chiefs

James Roger Lackore, REV Fire Group, WI [M]
Rep. Fire Apparatus Manufacturers Association

Murrey E. Loflin, National Institute for Occupational Safety &
Health, WV [RT]

Tamara DiAnda Lopes, American Iron Gym, NV [U]

Gregg Avery, Los Angeles Fire Department, CA [U]
(Alt. to Ronnie Villanueva)

Kurt Becker, Clayton, Missouri Fire Department, MO [L]
(Alt. to John R. Niemiec)

Brian Carlson, University Of Cincinnati, OH [SE]
(Voting Alt.)

Wesley D. Chestnut, Spartan Motors, Inc., MI [M]
(Alt. to James Roger Lackore)

Bradd K. Clark, Ocala Fire Rescue, FL. [ M]
(Alt. to Christopher A. Garrett)

Kenneth Desmond, Bath, ME [U]
(Alt. to Philip C. Stitdeburg)

Edward 1. Galaid, Roper 5t. Francis Occupational Medicine, 5C
[SE]
(Alt. to Stanley Haimes)

Edward M. Hawthorne, DFW Dynamics, TX [M]
(Alt. to Robert D. Neamy)

William R. Hamilton, US Department of Labor, DC [E]

Barry D. Chase, NFPA Staff Liaison

Joseph McHugh, Fire Department City of New York, NY [U]
Rep. Fire Department of New York

Steven M. Moffatt, Public Safety Medical, IN [SE]

Paul J. Napol, Association of Fire Districts of the State of New York,
NY [U]
Rep. Association of Fire Districts/ State of New York

Robert D. Neamy, Gardnerville, NV [M]
Rep. Natonal Incident Management System Consortium

John R. Niemiec, International Association of Fire Fighters (IAFF),
DC [L]

Rep. International Association of Fire Fighters
Charles J. Popp, III, Boston Fire Department, MA [U]

David J. Prezant, Fire Department City of New York, NY [E]
Rep. Fire Department of New York

Mario D. Rueda, San Marino Fire Department, CA [E]
Daniel G. Samo, Northwestern Medical Group, IL [SE]
Andrew G. Schwartz, LION Group, Inc., OH [M]
Denise L. Smith, Skidmore College, NY [SE]
Donald F. Stewart, Medocracy Inc. /Fairfax County Fire & Rescue,
VA [E]
Philip C. Stittleburg, La Farge Fire Department, WI [U]
Rep. Natonal Volunteer Fire Council

Susan Tamme, Tampa Fire Rescue Department, FL. [L]
Rep. International Association of Women in Fire & Emergency
Services

Fred C. Terryn, US Department of the Air Force, FL. [U]
John Tippett, National Fallen Firefighters Foundation, MD [C]
Ronnie Villanueva, Los Angeles Fire Department, CA [U]

Alternates

John A. Kottmyer, Volunteer Fireman’s Insurance Service, Inc.
(VFIS), PA [I]

(Alt. to Donald Lee Cox)
Paul Parrish, Austin Fire Wellness, TX [SE]

(Alt. to Sandy Bogucki)

Joanne R. Rund, Baltimore County Fire Department, MD [E]
(Alt. to Scott D. Kerwood)

Kevin Douglas Schulz, Lion Total Care, IL [M]
(Alt. to Andrew G. Schwartz)

Jay L. Tarley, National Institute for Occupational Safety & Health,
WV [RT]

(Alt. to Murrey E. Loflin)
Brian Dean Thompson, United States Air Force, FL. [ U]

(Alt. to Fred C. Terryn)

Eric Valliere, Scottsdale Fire Department, AZ [SE]
(Alt. to David W. Dodson)

Nonvoting

Andrew Levinson, US Department of Labor, DC [E]
Rep. Occupatonal Safety & Health Administration

This list represents the membership at the time the Committee was balloted on the final text of this edition.
Since that time, changes in the membershify may have occurred. A key to classifications is found at the

back of the document.
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