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IMPORTANT NOTICES AND DISCLAIMERS CONCERNING NFPA ® STANDARDS 

NFPA® codes, sta11dards, recomme11ded practices, a11d guides ("NFPA Sta11dards"), of which the docume11t 

co11tai11ed herei11 is 011e, are developed through a co11se11sus sta11dards developme11t process approved by the 

America11 Natio11al Sta11dards I11stitute. This process bril1gs together volu11teers represe11ti11g varied vie,vpoi11ts 

a11d il1terests to achieve co11se11sus 011 fire a11d other safety issues. '"' hile the NFPA admi11isters the process a11d 

establishes rules to promote fair11ess i11 the developme11t of co11se11sus, it does 110t i11depe11de11tly test, evaluate, or 

verily the accuracy of a11y i11formatio11 or the sou11d11ess of a11y judgme11ts co11tai11ed i11 NFPA Sta11dards . 

The NFPA disclaims liability for a11y perso11al irtjury, property, or other damages of a11y 11ature ' vhatsoever, 

'vhether special, i11direct, co11seque11tial or compe11satory, directly or i11directly resulti11g from the publicatio11, use 

of, or relia11ce 011 NFPA Sta11dards . The NFPA also makes 110 guara11ty or 'varra11ty as to the accuracy or 

complete11ess of a11y i11formatio11 published herei11. 

111 issui11g a11d maki11g NFPA Sta11dards available, the NFPA is 110t u11dertaki11g to re11der professio11al or other 

services for or 011 behalf of a11y perso11 or e11tity. Nor is the NFPA u11dertaki11g to perform a11y duty owed by a11y 

perso11 or e11tity to someo11e else . At1yo11e usi11g this docume11t should rely 011 his or her ow11 i11depe11de11t 

judgme11t or, as appropriate, seek the advice of a compete11t professio11al i11 determi11i11g the exercise of 

reaso11able care i11 a11y give11 circumsta11ces . 

The NFPA has 110 po,ver, 11or does it u11dertake, to police or e11force complia11ce with the co11te11ts of NFPA 

Sta11dards . Nor does the NFPA list, certify, test, or i11spect products, desig11s, or i11stallatio11s for complia11ce ' vith 

this docume11t. At1y certificatio11 or other stateme11t of complia11ce 'vi th the requireme11ts of this docume11t shall 

110t be attributable to the NFPA a11d is solely the respo11sibility of the certifier or maker of the stateme11t . 

REVISION SYMBOLS IDENTIFYING CHANGES FROM THE PREVIOUS EDITION 

Text revisio11s are shaded . A a before a sectio11 11umber i11dicates that words withi11 that sectio11 were 

deleted a11d a a to the left of a table or figure 11umber i11dicates a revisio11 to a11 existi11g table or 

figure . '"' he11 a chapter was heavily revised, the e11tire chapter is marked throughout \\Tith the a 
symbol. '"'here 011e or more sectio11s ' "'ere deleted, a • is placed bet\vee11 the remai11i11g sectio11s . 

Chapters, a1111exes, sectio11s, figures, a11d tables that are 11ew are i11dicated ' vith a11 N. 

Note that these i11dicators are a guide . Rearra11geme11t of sectio11s may 110t be captured i11 the 

markup, but users ca11 view complete revisio11 details i11 the First a11d Seco11d Draft Reports located i11 

the archived revisio11 i11formatio11 sectio11 of each code at '""vw.11fpa.org / doci11fo. At1y subseque11t 

cha11ges from the NFPA Tech11ical Meeti11g, Te11tative I11terim Ame11dme11ts, a11d Errata are also 

located there. 

REMINDER: UPDATING OF NFPA STANDARDS 

Users of NFPA codes, sta11dards, recomme11ded practices, a11d guides ("NFPA Sta11dards") should be 

a'vare that these docume11ts may be superseded at a11y time by the issua11ce of a 11e'v editio11, may be 

ame11ded \\Tith the issua11ce of Te11tative I11terim Ame11dme11ts (TIAs), or be corrected by Errata . It is 

i11te11ded that through regular revisio11s a11d ame11dme11ts, participa11ts i11 the NFPA sta11dards 

developme11t process co11sider the the11-curre11t a11d available i11formatio11 011 i11cide11ts, materials, 

tech11ologies, i1111ovatio11s, a11d methods as these develop over time a11d that NFPA Sta11dards reflect 

this co11sideratio11 . Therefore, a11y previous editio11 of this docume11t 110 1011ger represe11ts the curre11t 

NFPA Sta11dard 011 the subject matter addressed . NFPA e11courages the use of the most curre11t editio11 

of a11y NFPA Sta11dard [as it may be ame11ded by TIA (s) or Errata] to take adva11tage of curre11t 

experie11ce a11d u11dersta11di11g. At1 official NFPA Sta11dard at a11y poi11t i11 time co11sists of the curre11t 

editio11 of the docume11t, i11cludi11g a11y issued T IAs a11d Errata the11 i11 effect . 

To determi11e ' "'he th er a11 NFPA Sta11dard has bee11 ame11ded through the issua11ce of TIA s or 

corrected by Errata, visit the "Codes & Sta11dards" sectio11 at WW\V.11fpa.org . 
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ADDITIONAL IMPORTANT NOTICES AND DISCLAIMERS CONCERNING NFPA ® STANDARDS 

Updating of NFPA Standards 

Users ofN FPA codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides ("NFPA Standards") should be a;vare that these 

documents may be superseded at any time by the issuance of a ne;v edition, may be amended >vi th the issuance of Tentative 

Interim Amendments (TIAs), or be corrected by Errata . I t is intended that through regular revisions and amendments, 

participants in the NFPA standards development process consider the then -current and available information on incidents, 

materials, technologies, innovations, and methods as these develop over time and that NFPA Standards reflect this 

consideration . Therefore, any previous edition of this document no longer represents the current NFPA Standard on the 

subject matter addressed . NFPA encourages the t1se of the most current edition of any NFPA Standard [as it may be amended 
by TIA(s) or Errata] to take advantage of current experience and understanding . An official NFPA Standard at any point in 

time consists of the current edition of the document, including any issued TIAs and Errata then in effect. 

To determine ;vhether an NFPA Standard has been amended through the issuance ofTIAs or corrected by Errata, visit the 
"Codes & Standards" section at ;v;v;v.nfpa.org . 

Interpretations of NFPA Standards 

A statement, ;vritten or oral, that is not processed in accordance ;vith Section 6 of the Regttlations Governing the 

Development ofN FPA Standards shall not be considered the official position ofN FPA or any of its Committees and shall not 

be considered to be, nor be relied upon as, a Formal Interpretation . 

Patents 

The NFPA does not take any position ;vi th respect to the validity of any patent rights referenced in, related to, or asserted in 

connection ;vith an NFPA Standard . The t1sers ofN FPA Standards bear the sole responsibility for determining the validity of 

any such patent rights, as ;vell as the risk of infringement of such rights, and the NFPA disclaims liability for the infringement 

of any patent resttlting from the t1se of or reliance on NFPA Standards . 

NFPA adheres to the policy of the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) regarding the inclt1sion of patents in 

American National Standards ("the ANSI Patent Policy"), and hereby gives the follo;ving notice pursuant to that policy: 

NOT ICE: The t1ser's attention is called to the possibility that compliance ;vith an NFPA Standard may reqtlire t1se of an 
invention covered by patent rights . NFPA takes no position as to the validity of any such patent rights or as to ;vhether such 

patent rights constitute or include essential patent claims under the ANSI Patent Policy. If, in connection ;vith the ANSI Patent 

Policy, a patent holder has filed a statement of;villingness to grant licenses under these rights on reasonable and 

nondiscriminatory terms and conditions to applicants desiring to obtain such a license, copies of such filed statements can be 

obtained, on request, from NFPA. For further information, contact the NFPA at the address listed belo>v. 

Law and Regulations 

Users ofN FPA Standards should consult applicable federal, state, and local la;vs and regulations . NFPA does not, by the 

publication of its codes, standards, recommended practices, and gtlides, intend to urge action that is not in compliance ;vith 

applicable la;vs, and these documents may not be construed as doing so . 

Copyrights 

NFPA Standards are copyrighted . They are made available for a >vide variety of both public and private t1ses. These include 

both use, by reference, in la;vs and regulations, and use in private self-regulation, standardization, and the promotion of safe 

practices and methods . By making these documents available for t1se and adoption by public authorities and private t1sers, the 

NFPA does not ;vaive any rights in copyright to these documents . 

Use ofNF PA Standards for regulatory purposes should be accomplished through adoption by reference . The term 

"adoption by reference" means the citing of title, edition, and publishing information only . Any deletions, additions, and 

changes desired by the adopting authority should be noted separately in the adopting instrument. In order to assist NFPA in 

follo;ving the t1ses made of its documents, adopting authorities are requested to notify the NFPA (Attention: Secretary, 

Standards Council) in ;vriting of such use . For technical assistance and questions concerning adoption of NFPA Standards, 

contact NFPA at the address belo>v. 

For Further Information 

All questions or other communications relating to NFPA Standards and all requests for information on NFPA procedures 

governing its codes and standards development process, including information on the procedures for requesting Formal 

Interpretations, for proposing Tentative Interim Amendments, and for proposing revisions to NFPA standards during regular 

revision cycles, shottld be sent to NFPA headquarters, addressed to the attention of the Secretary, Standards Council, NFPA, 1 
Batterymarch Park, P.O . Box 9101, Qtlincy, MA 02269 -9101; email: stds_admin@nfpa .org. 

For more information about NFPA, visit the NFPA ;vebsite at ;v;v;v.nfpa .org . All NFPA codes and standards can be vie;ved at 

no cost at ;v;v;v. nfpa .org/ docinfo . 
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NFPA® 301 

Code for 

Safety to Life from Fire on Merchant Vessels 

2023 Edition 

This edition of NFPA 301, Code for Safety to Life from Fire on iVlerchant Vessels, 'vas prepared by the 

Technical Committee on Merchant Vessels. It 'vas issued by the Standards Council on March 20, 

2022, 'vi th an effective date of April 9, 2022, and supersedes all previous editions . 

This edition ofNF PA 301 'vas approved as an American National Standard on April 9, 2022 . 

Origin and Development of NFPA 301 

In 1993, the Coast Guard approached the NFPA Standards Council 'vith a request to form a ne'v 

committee that \VOttld develop a consenst1s standard on fire protection of merchant vessels, similar in 

format to the Life Sajet)' Code®. The basis for this request 'vas a Coast Guard initiative kno'vn as 
Maritime Regulatory Reform . One aspect of maritime regulatory reform involves greater use of 

indt1stry standards in lieu of detailed design reqtrirements contained in the Code of Federal 

Regulations . 

The initial approach advocated by the Coast Guard 'vas to develop a standard that 'vas applicable 

to passenger vessels only and to add requirements for different vessel types in future editions . 

1-Io,vever, the committee agreed that it 'vottld not take much more effort to draft a standard that 'vas 
applicable to passenger vessels, cargo vessels, and tank vessels . To,ving vessels 'vere added to this list 

in anticipation of a federal la'v mandating fire protection upgrades . Other vessel types might be 

added in future editions . 

By shifting development and maintenance of regulations to standards -making organizations, the 

regttlators (in this case, the Coast Guard) are assured of dynamic standards that are regttlarly 

updated . The marine industry benefits through increased input into the rules it 'vould subsequently 
be required to follo,v. Similar efforts either have been completed or are in progress to add marine 

specific criteria to existing fire protection system standards, such as automatic sprinklers, 'vater mist 

extinguishing systems, foam, carbon dioxide, and clean agent alternatives to halons . 

NFPA 301 provides minimum reqtlirements for the design, operation, and maintenance of 

merchant vessels for safety to life from fire and similar emergencies . The document establishes 

occupancy classifications and then provides reqtlirements for design and construction, access and 
egress, and fire protection . The document applies to passenger vessels, to,ving vessels, and cargo 

vessels . 

The code under,vent a complete revision in 2001 to implement iVlanual of St)'le for NFPA Technical 
Committee Documents changes, 'vhich reorganized the document and stressed the use of enforceable 

language . This revision incorporated changes to the testing reqtlirements for interior finishes, deck 

coverings, mattresses and bedding, and electrical cable . The code expanded the vessels covered to 
include ocean -going to,ving vessels as part of the cargo vessel requirements . In the passenger vessel 

chapter, the code redefined the classification criteria for vessel categories . One outcome of this 

change 'vas an attempt to modify the requirements for sprinkler protection on certain classes of 

passenger vessels so that the reqtlirements more closely matched existing Coast Guard reqtrirements, 

in order to encourage use of the code as an alternative to Coast Guard prescriptive regulations . 

The code under,vent another substantial change in the 2008 edition . A ne'v chapter 'vas added to 
allo'v vessel designers and other users to incorporate eqtlivalencies and alternative design 

considerations in vessel construction that satisfy the fundamentals of fire prevention, fire protection, 

and means of egress . The chapter on to,ving vessels 'vas completely revised to update reqtlirements 

for all ne,v-construction to,ving vessels regardless of length and horsepo,ver, in accordance 'vi th 

current U.S . Coast Guard regttlations and indt1stry best practices . 

NFPA and Nationa l Fire Protection Association are registered trademarks of the Nationa l Fire Protection Association , Q uincy, usetrs 02169. 
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301-2 SAFETY TO LIFE FROlVI FIRE ON lVIERCHANT VESSELS 

During the revision cycle for the 2013 edition the committee recognized the code as an essential consenst1s standard on fire 

protection of merchant vessels per the U.S . Coast Guard's original request in 1993 . The NFPA standards -making process and 

the code can address a ne;v fire hazard or fire protection issue more urgently than can be done by the government's regttlatory 

rulemaking process . 

In the 2013 edition of the code, the Technical Committee on Merchant Vessels revised several definitions and updated the 

publications referenced ;vithin the document The committee also changed the applicability reqtlirements for automatic 

sprinkler systems and ;vater mist systems to be limited to passenger vessels ;vi th overnight accommodations for more than 36 

passengers (in addition to Group I and Group II passenger vessels) . This change made mandatory automatic fire protection 

requirements for certain small passenger vessels equivalent to existing federal regulations . 

In the 2018 edition of the code, the Technical Committee on Merchant Vessels updated the references in Chapter 2 and 

Annex D. Chapter 3, Definitions, ;vas also revie;ved by the committee and several changes ;vere incorporated . The term fire 
endurance ;vas removed from the code because it is an obsolete term that had been replaced throughout most of the NFPA 

system ;vi th fire resistance. Other revised definitions included furnishings, fire protection rating, fire resistance rating, and fire-rated 
glazing. 

The committee revised the reqtlirements for backup lighting to reduce the total blackout time in spaces aboard a vessel that 
do not normally have any natural lighting (e.g., portholes, ;vindo;vs, and so on) to reduce the risk of panic and injury to 

passengers and cre;v. 

In addition, it ;vas determined that the signage t1sed on doors, passage;vays, ladders, or stainvays that are neither an exit nor 

a ;vay of exit access needed to be approved by the authority having jurisdiction (Al-IJ) . 

The technical committee also incorporated by reference the requirements from NFPA 90A, Standard for the Installation of Air
Conditioning and Ventilating SJ'Stems, to specify that insttlation and coverings for pipes and ducts installed in areas ;vhere there is 

the potential for hot temperatures needed to be assessed to ensure they perform properly ;vhen exposed to high temperatures . 

For fire test reqtlirements for draperies or other vertically hung textiles, t1sers of the code ;vere directed to NFPA 701, 

Standard iVlethods of Fire Tests for Flame ProjJagation of Textiles and Films, or Part 7 of the IMO Fire Test Procedures Code. 

Finally, the 2018 edition required that portable fire extinguishers be classed in accordance ;vith NFPA 10, Standard for 
Portable Fire &tinguishers, or follo;v the reqtlirements for portable extingtlishers in Title 46 of the Code of Federal Regttlations . 

During development of the 2023 edition of the code, the Technical Committee on Merchant Vessels determined that it 

might be necessary for the authority having jurisdiction to retroactively apply certain reqtlirements ;vi thin the code as 

specified . One such example in this edition is the requirement that Group IV (small) passenger vessels ;vi th overnight 

accommodation, regardless of ;vhen they ;vere constructed, have interconnected smoke detectors in all accommodation spaces 
that alarm throughout all accommodation spaces of the vessel. This ne;v reqtlirement is to be applied retroactively as 

recommended by the National Transportation Safety Board (NTS B) follo;ving its investigation of a fire on a small passenger 

vessel in 2019 that claimed the lives of 34 persons . To ensure operational integrity, the fire detection and alarm systems on 

vessels are required to be maintained and tested in accordance ;vith NFPA 72 in its entirety rather than specific chapters in that 

standard . 

In its investigation of the 2019 small passenger vessel fatal fire, the NTSB found that one of avo exits from the passenger 
sleeping quarters ;vas accessible only by climbing into one of the top aftermost inboard bunks . The NTSB determined the 

effectiveness of this escape hatch as a means of exit ;vas diminished by the location of bunks immediately beneath it. The 

technical committee revised the requirement for the location of exits, ;vhich are no;v required to be unobstructed and 

accessible at all times . 

The 2023 edition of the code incorporates the requirements in IMO Assembly Resolution A.1116 (30), Escape Route Signs 
and Equipment Location Markings. NFPA 301 also no;v permits the t1se of symbols in addition to or in lieu of ;vords on exit 
s1gnage . 

Other changes to NFPA 301 include hybrid fire extinguishing systems . Where used, hybrid fire extinguishing systems are 

reqtlired to be listed, designed, and installed in accordance ;vith NFPA 770 . 

Finally, the technical committee revised the requirements pertaining to fiber -reinforced plastic (FRP ) to eliminate the 
possibility of confusion ;vhen this material is used for construction of the hull or other vessel components . 

2023 Edition 

https://www.hsenode.com/NFPA/146589546/NFPA-301?src=spdf


corvnvIITTEE PERSONNEL 

Technical Committee on Merchant Vessels 

William D. Cummings, Chair 

Lakes ide Fir e, LLC., !VIE [SE] 

Gerard G. Back , JEN SEN HUGHES, !YID [SE] 

Kerry M. Bell, UL LLC, IL [RT] 

Timothy W. Bowe, ABCO Peerless Sprink ler Co1npan y, NY (!VI] 

Rep. Natio nal Fir e Sprink ler Associa tion 

David L. Bowman, Bo,vinan Global Enterpri se Group, FL [SE] 

Dani elJ. Brown, The Hille r Co1npanies, 1A (!VI] 

Rep. Fire Suppr ession Syste1ns Associa tion 

Rup ertP. Chandler, US Joiner LLC, VA (!VI] 

J ose ph A. De rie, Sv\I Passage !VIarin e Surveys, O R [I] 

Rep. Natio nal Associa tion of !VIarin e Surveyors, Inc. 

CharlesJ. Dorchak , ABS Aln eri cas, TX [E] 

Kelly Lee Glanding, A!VIG Engineerin g, Inc., TX [SE] 

Marinus Both, API Group Inc., !VIA (!VI] 

(Alt. to Ti1no thy v\I. Bo,ve) 

Timothy Earl , GBH Interna tional, !VII [SE] 

(Alt. to !VIarcelo !VI. Hirsch ler) 

EricJ. H ouin , Securip le x LLC Produc ts, LA (!VI] 

(Alt. to Daniel j. Bro,vn) 

Lawrence Russ ell, NFPA Staff Liaison 

J ohn Goering, US Deparonent of Transporta tion , DC [U] 

Thomas Guldner, !VIarin e Firefig htin g Inc., FL [SE] 

Marc e lo M. Hirschler, GBH Interna tional, CA [SE] 

Craig E. H ofmeiste r, The Fire Consu ltants, Inc., NC [SE] 

Clay Kesinger, Sead ri ll Alne ricas, TX [U] 

Pete r C. Laurids en, Passenger Vesse l Associa tion , VA [U] 

Rep. Passe nger Vessel Associa tion 

PatrickJ. Maguir e, !VIarsh Risk Consu ltin g, CA [I] 

James A. Neville, AIG Specialty/G lobal !VIarin e, FL [I] 

Sarah Rodin o, US Coas t Guard, DC [E] 

Alternates 

Sean Ramsey, US Coas t Guard, DC [E] 

(Alt . to Sarah Rodin o) 

David B. Satterfield , JEN SEN HUGHES, !YID [SE] 

(Alt . to Gerard G. Back) 

17iis list represents the membership at the time the Committee 111as balloted on the final text of this edition. 

Since that time, changes in the membership may have occu1red. A key to classifications is found at the 

back of the document. 

NOT E: !VIe1nbership on a co1n1nittee shall no t in and of itself constitut e an endorse1nent o f 

the Associa tion or an y docu1nent developed by the co1n1nittee on \Vhich the 1ne1nber serves. 

Committee Scope: Thi s Co1n1nittee shal l have pri1nary responsibility for docu1nen ts on the 

pro tection of hu1nan life, prope rty, and the 1narin e environ1nent fro1n fires aboard 1nerchant 

vessels. 
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NFPA 301 

Code for 

Safety to Life from Fire on Merchant Vessels 

202 3 Editi o n 

IMPORTANT NOTE: This NFPA document is made available fm· 

use subject to i mpmtant notices and legal disclaimers. These notices 

and disclaimers appear in all publications containing this document 

and may be f ound under the heading "l mpo1tant N otices and 

Disclaimers Concerning NFPA Standards. " They can also be viewed 

at www.njpa. 01-gl disclaimers 01· obtained on request from NFPA. 

UPDATES, ALER TS, AND FUTURE EDITIO NS: New editions of 

NFPA codes, standards, recom.mended practices, and guides (i.e., 

NFPA Standards) are released on schedule d revision cycles. This 

edition may be superseded by a later one, m· it may be amended 

outside of its scheduled revision cycle thrv ugh the issuance of Tenta

tive Inte1im Amendments (TIAs). An official NFPA Standard at any 

p oint in time consists of the current edition of the document, together 

with all TIAs and Errata in effect. To verify that this document is the 

current edition 01· to determine if it has been amended by TIAs m· 

Errata, please consult the National Fire Codes® Subsaiption Service 

01· the "List of NFPA Codes & Standards" at www.njpa. 01-gldocinfo. 

In addition to TIAs and Errata, the document infm·mation pages also 

include the option to sign up f o1· almts fm· individual documents and 

to be involved in the development of the next edition. 

NOTICE: An asterisk (*) follo,ving the number or letter 

designating a paragraph indicates that explanatory material on 

the paragraph can be found in Annex A. 
A reference in brackets [ ] follo,ving a section or paragraph 

indicates material that has been extracted from another NFPA 

document Extracted text may be edited for consistency and 

style and may include the revision of internal paragraph refer 

ences and other references as appropriate . Requests for inter 

pretations or revisions of extracted text shall be sent to the 

technical committee responsible for the source document. 

Information on referenced and extracted publications can 
be found in Chapter 2 and Annex D. 

Chapter 1 Admini stration 

1.1 Scope. 

1.1.1 Title. NFPA 301 shall be kno'vn as the Merchant Vessel 
Code and is referred to herein as "this code" or "the code ." 

1.1.2 The code addresses construction, arrangement, protec 

tion, and space utilization factors that are necessary to mini 

mize danger to life from fire, smoke, fumes, or panic . It also 

provides for reasonable protection against property damage 
and avoidance of environmental damage consistent 'vith the 

normal operation of vessels . Fundamental requirements appli 

cable to all vessels are found in Chapters 1 through 9. These 

fundamental requirements are modified in Chapters 10 

through 18 as applicable for any type of space . The require 

ments in Chapters 1 through 18 are modified in Chapters 19 

through 21 as applicable for any given vessel type . For example, 

a passenger vessel 'vould follo'v the requirements of Chapters 1 
through 18 and Chapter 21. 

1.1.3 The code identifies the minimum criteria for the design 

of egress facilities so as to permit prompt escape of passengers 

and cre' v to safe areas aboard vessels and, ' vhere necessary, to 

survival craft embarkation stations . 

1.1.4 The code recognizes that life safety is more than a 

matter of egress and, accordingly, deals 'vith other considera 

tions that are essential to life safety. It also recognizes the 

unique operating environment of merchant vessels and the 

relationships among life safet y, property protection, and envi 

ronmental protection and deals 'vi th these criteria accordingly . 

1.1.5 * Where permanently moored and occupied as buildings, 

merchant vessels shall be permitted to be treated as buildings 

and shall be permitted to be subject to the provisions of appro

priate building codes and standards as specified by the local 

authority having jurisdiction (Al-IJ ) . 

1.2 Purpose. 

1.2.1 The purpose of this code is to provide m1rumum 

requirements, 'vith due regard to function, for the design, 

operation, and maintenance of merchant vessels for safety to 

life from fire and similar emergencies . 

1.2.2 As related to fire safety, the objective of this code is to 
protect the passengers and cre'v from loss of life . It is also 

intended that the code 'vill provide for minimum loss of prop 

erty and minimum impact on the environment 

1.2.3* The level of safety is achieved by the combination of 

design, prevention, protection, egress, and other features 

enumerated in the individual vessel occupanc y classification 
'vi th due regard to the capabilities and reliability of the features 

involved . Recognition is given to human factors and to the 

need for cre' v training and passenger instruction . 

1.2.4 The code endeavors to avoid requirements that could 

involve unreasonable hardships or unnecessary inconvenience 

or interference 'vi th the normal use of a vessel, but it provides 
minimum requirements for fire safety consistent 'vith the 

public interest 

1.3 Application. 

1.3.1* This code shall apply to ne'v construction merchant 
vessels to the extent described in Chapters 19 through 21. This 

code does not apply to pleasure craft or commercial craft 

covered by NFPA 302 or to ' varships . 

1.3.2 Existing vessels undergoing major modification or 

conversion shall comply 'vith all requirements of this code 

'vi thin the areas being modified and ancillary support systems . 

1.3.3 Any alteration or any installation of ne'v equipment, 

joinery, or furnishings shall comply 'vith the requirements for 

ne'v construction . 

1.3.4 Where specific requirements contained in Chapters 10 
through 18 differ from general requirements contained in 

Chapters 1 through 9, the requirements of Chapters 10 

through 18 shall govern . Where the requirements in Chapters 

19 through 21 differ from the requirements in Chapters 1 

through 18, the requirements in Chapters 19 through 21 shall 

govern . 

1.3.5 Provisions in Excess of Code Requirements. Nothing in 
this code shall be construed to prohibit additional means of 

egress, or other,vise safer means of egress than those specified 

by the minimum requirements of this code . 
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1.3.6* T his code is not intended for application in addition to 

International Convention for Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) require 

ments to vessels in international trade . 

N 1.3.7 Retroactivity. T he provisions of this code shall be retro

active for existing vessels 'vhere specifically identified . 

1.4 Equivalency Concepts. 

1.4.1 Nothing in this code is intended to prevent the use of 
systems, methods, or devices of equivalent or superior quality, 

strength, fire resistance, durability, and safety as alternatives to 

those prescribed in this code . 

1.4.2 T he specific requirements of this code shall be permit 

ted to be modified by the AI-IJ to allo'v alternative arrange 

ments that 'vill ens ure, as much as practicable, an equivalent 
level of safety to life from fire, bu t in no case shall the modifica 

tion afford less safety to life than that 'vhich, in the judgment of 

the Af-IJ , 'vo uld be provided by compliance 'vith the corre 

sponding provisions contained in this code . 

1.4.3 Vessels 'vith alternative fire protection features accepted 

by the Af-IJ shall be considered as conforming 'vi th the code . 

1.5 Units. 

1.5.1 Metric units of meas urement in this standard are in 

accordance 'vith the modernized metric system kno'vn as the 

International System of Units (SI ) . 

1.5.2 If a value for meas urement as provided in this code is 

follo,ved by an equivalent value in other units, the first stated 

value is to be regarded as the requirement. A given equivalent 

value might be an approximation . 

1.6 Vessel Construction, Repair, and Alteration. 

1.6.1 * Vessels built or converted to meet this code shall 

comply 'vi th all of the provisions of the code . 

1.6.2 Changes in Service. In any vessel, 'vhether necessitating 

a physical alteration or not, a change in service from one use to 
another shall be permitted only if such vessel, or portion 

thereof, conforms 'vi th the requirements of this code that apply 

to ne'v construction for the proposed ne'v use . 

1.6.3* Vessels or portions of vessels shall be permitted to be 

occupied during conversion, repair, alterations, or additions 

only if all means of egress and all fire protection features are in 
place and contin uot1sly maintained for the occupied portion . 

Temporarily installed fire protection features shall comply 'vi th 

Section 1.4 of this code . 

1. 7 Maintenance. 

1.7.1 Whenever or 'vherever any device, equipment, system, 

condition, arrangement, level of protection, or any other 

feature is required for compliance 'vith the provisions of this 

code, such device, equipment, system, condition, arrangement, 

level of protection, or other feature shall thereafter be perma 

nently maintained unless the code exempts such maintenance . 

1.7.2 Additional approved life safety features such as, bu t not 

limited to, automatic sprinklers, fire alarm systems, standpipes, 

and horizontal exits, if not req uired by the code, shall be 

permanently maintained or removed . 

1.8 Enforcement. This code shall be administered and 

enforced by the authority having jurisdiction designated by the 

governing au thority . (See Annex C for sample wording for enabling 
legislation.) 

Chapter 2 Referenced Publications 

2.1 General. T he doc uments or portions thereof listed in this 

chapter are referenced 'vithin this code and shall be consid 

ered part of the requirements of this document. 

2.2 NFPA Publications. National Fire Protection Association, 
1 Batterymarch Park, Q uincy, MA 02169-747 1. 

NFPA 10, Standard for Portable Fire Extinguishers, 2022 edition . 

NFPA 11 , Standard for Low-, iVledium-, and High-Expansion 
Foam, 2021 edition . 

NFPA 13, Standard for the Installation of Sprinkler S)'Stems, 2022 

edition . 

NFPA 17, Standard for Dr)' Chemical Extinguishing S)istems, 2021 

edition . 

NFPA 17 A, Standard for VVet Chemical Extinguishing S)'Stems, 
2021 edition . 

NFPA 22, Standard for VVater Tanks for Private Fire Protection, 
2018 edition . 

NFPA 25, Standard for the InsjJection, Testing, and iVlaintenance 
of VVater-Based Fire Protection Systems, 2020 edition . 

NFPA 30, Flammable and Combustible Liquids Code, 2018 

edition . 

NFPA 30B, Code for the 1V1anufacture and Storage of Aerosol P·rod
ucts, 2021 edition . 

NFPA 70®, NatirrnalElectrical Code®, 2023 edition . 

NFPA 72®, Natirrnal Fire Alarm and Signaling Code®, 2022 

edition . 

NFPA 80, Standard for Fire Doors and Other Opening P·rotectives, 
2022 edition . 

NFPA 90A, Standard for the Installatirrn of Air-Conditioning and 
Ventilating S)'Stems, 2021 edition . 

NFPA 96, Standard for Ventilation Control and Fire Protection of 
Commercial Cooking Operatirrns, 2021 edition . 

NFPA 99, Health Care Facilities Code, 2021 edition . 

NFPA 1 Of&, Life Safet)' Code®, 2021 edition . 

NFPA 253, Standard iVlethod of Test for Critical Radiant Flux of 
Floor Covering Systems Using a Radiant Heat EnerfS)' Source, 2019 

edition . 

NFPA 262, Standard Method of Test for Flame Travel and Smoke of 
VVires and Cables for Use in Air-Handling Spaces, 2019 edition . 

NFPA 270, Standard Test Method for Measurement of Smoke 
Obscuratirrn Using a Conical Radiant Source in a Single Closed Cham
ber, 2018 edition . 

NFPA 286, Standard iVlethods of Fire Tests for Evaluating Contri
bution of VVall and Ceiling Interior Finish to Room Fire Growth, 2019 

edition . 

NFPA 302, Fire Protection Standard for Pleasure and Commercial 
iVlotor Craft, 2020 edition . 

NFPA 701, Standard Methods of Fire Tests for Flame Propagation 
of Textiles and Films, 2019 edition . 

NFPA 750, Standard <rn VVater iVlist Fire Protection S)istems, 2023 

edition . 

NFPA 770 Standard on H)1brid (VVater and Inert Gas) Fire
Extinguishing S)'Stems, 2021 edition . 

NFPA 1964, StandardforSpra)' Nozzles and Appliances, 2018 

edition . 
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