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NOTICE AND DISCLAIMER OF LIABILITY CONCERNING THE USE OF NFPA STANDARDS

NFPA® codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides (“NFPA Standards”), of which the 

document contained herein is one, are developed through a consensus standards development process 

approved by the American National Standards Institute. This process brings together volunteers 

representing varied viewpoints and interests to achieve consensus on fire and other safety issues. While the 

NFPA administers the process and establishes rules to promote fairness in the development of consensus, 

it does not independently test, evaluate, or verify the accuracy of any information or the soundness of any 

judgments contained in NFPA Standards.

The NFPA disclaims liability for any personal injury, property or other damages of any nature whatsoever, 

whether special, indirect, consequential or compensatory, directly or indirectly resulting from the 

publication, use of, or reliance on NFPA Standards. The NFPA also makes no guaranty or warranty as to  

the accuracy or completeness of any information published herein.

In issuing and making NFPA Standards available, the NFPA is not undertaking to render professional or 

other services for or on behalf of any person or entity. Nor is the NFPA undertaking to perform any duty 

owed by any person or entity to someone else. Anyone using this document should rely on his or her own 

independent judgment or, as appropriate, seek the advice of a competent professional in determining the 

exercise of reasonable care in any given circumstances.

The NFPA has no power, nor does it undertake, to police or enforce compliance with the contents of 

NFPA Standards. Nor does the NFPA list, certify, test, or inspect products, designs, or installations for 

compliance with this document. Any certification or other statement of compliance with the requirements 

of this document shall not be attributable to the NFPA and is solely the responsibility of the certifier or 

maker of the statement.

ALERT: THIS STANDARD HAS BEEN MODIFIED BY A TIA OR ERRATA

Users of NFPA codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides (“NFPA Standards”) 

should be aware that NFPA Standards may be amended from time to time through the issuance 

of Tentative Interim Amendments or corrected by Errata. An official NFPA Standard at any 

point in time consists of the current edition of the document together with any Tentative 

Interim Amendment and any Errata then in effect.

In order to determine whether an NFPA Standard has been amended through the issuance  

of Tentative Interim Amendments or corrected by Errata, visit the “Codes & Standards” section 

on NFPA’s website. There, the document information pages located at the “List of NFPA Codes 

& Standards” provide up-to-date, document-specific information including any issued Tentative 

Interim Amendments and Errata.

To view the document information page for a specific NFPA Standard, go to  

http://www.nfpa.org/docinfo to choose from the list of NFPA Standards or use the search 

feature to select the NFPA Standard number (e.g., NFPA 101). The document information page 

includes postings of all existing Tentative Interim Amendments and Errata. It also includes the 

option to register for an “Alert” feature to receive an automatic email notification when new 

updates and other information are posted regarding the document.

See ALERT
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Updating of NFPA Standards

Users of NFPA codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides (“NFPA Standards”) should be aware that these
documents may be superseded at any time by the issuance of new editions or may be amended from time to time through the
issuance of Tentative Interim Amendments or corrected by Errata. An of�cial NFPA Standard at any point in time consists of
the current edition of the document together with any Tentative Interim Amendments and any Errata then in effect. In order
to determine whether a given document is the current edition and whether it has been amended through the issuance of
Tentative Interim Amendments or corrected through the issuance of Errata, consult appropriate NFPA publications such as the
National Fire Codes® Subscription Service, visit the NFPA website at www.nfpa.org, or contact the NFPA at the address listed
below.

Interpretations of NFPA Standards

A statement, written or oral, that is not processed in accordance with Section 6 of the Regulations Governing the
Development of NFPA Standards shall not be considered the of�cial position of NFPA or any of its Committees and shall not
be considered to be, nor be relied upon as, a Formal Interpretation.

Patents

The NFPA does not take any position with respect to the validity of any patent rights referenced in, related to, or asserted in
connection with an NFPA Standard. The users of NFPA Standards bear the sole responsibility for determining the validity of
any such patent rights, as well as the risk of infringement of such rights, and the NFPA disclaims liability for the infringement
of any patent resulting from the use of or reliance on NFPA Standards.

NFPA adheres to the policy of the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) regarding the inclusion of patents in
American National Standards (“the ANSI Patent Policy”), and hereby gives the following notice pursuant to that policy:

NOTICE: The user’s attention is called to the possibility that compliance with an NFPA Standard may require use of an
invention covered by patent rights. NFPA takes no position as to the validity of any such patent rights or as to whether such
patent rights constitute or include essential patent claims under the ANSI Patent Policy. If, in connection with the ANSI Patent
Policy, a patent holder has �led a statement of willingness to grant licenses under these rights on reasonable and
nondiscriminatory terms and conditions to applicants desiring to obtain such a license, copies of such �led statements can be
obtained, on request, from NFPA. For further information, contact the NFPA at the address listed below.

Law and Regulations

Users of NFPA Standards should consult applicable federal, state, and local laws and regulations. NFPA does not, by the
publication of its codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides, intend to urge action that is not in compliance with
applicable laws, and these documents may not be construed as doing so.

Copyrights

NFPA Standards are copyrighted. They are made available for a wide variety of both public and private uses. These include
both use, by reference, in laws and regulations, and use in private self-regulation, standardization, and the promotion of safe
practices and methods. By making these documents available for use and adoption by public authorities and private users, the
NFPA does not waive any rights in copyright to these documents.

Use of NFPA Standards for regulatory purposes should be accomplished through adoption by reference. The term
“adoption by reference” means the citing of title, edition, and publishing information only. Any deletions, additions, and
changes desired by the adopting authority should be noted separately in the adopting instrument. In order to assist NFPA in
following the uses made of its documents, adopting authorities are requested to notify the NFPA (Attention: Secretary,
Standards Council) in writing of such use. For technical assistance and questions concerning adoption of NFPA Standards,
contact NFPA at the address below.

For Further Information

All questions or other communications relating to NFPA Standards and all requests for information on NFPA procedures
governing its codes and standards development process, including information on the procedures for requesting Formal
Interpretations, for proposing Tentative Interim Amendments, and for proposing revisions to NFPA standards during regular
revision cycles, should be sent to NFPA headquarters, addressed to the attention of the Secretary, Standards Council, NFPA, 1
Batterymarch Park, P.O. Box 9101, Quincy, MA 02269-9101; email: stds_admin@nfpa.org.

For more information about NFPA, visit the NFPA website at www.nfpa.org. All NFPA codes and standards can be viewed at
no cost at www.nfpa.org/docinfo.
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This edition of NFPA 501, Standard on Manufactured Housing, was prepared by the Technical
Committee on Manufactured Housing. It was issued by the Standards Council on November 11,
2016, with an effective date of December 1, 2016, and supersedes all previous editions.

This document has been amended by one or more Tentative Interim Amendments (TIAs) and/or
Errata. See “Codes & Standards” at www.nfpa.org for more information.

This edition of NFPA 501 was approved as an American National Standard on December 1, 2016.

Origin and Development of NFPA 501

The 1997 edition of NFPA 501, Standard on Manufactured Housing, was based on the 1977 edition
of NFPA 501B, Standard for Mobile Homes. The 1977 criteria were updated to include current
technology and references, and the format was updated to conform with the NFPA Manual of Style.

NFPA 501 was also based on the federal Manufactured Home Construction and Safety Standards,
which, when originally established by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
(HUD), were based on the 1977 edition of NFPA 501B. The scope of NFPA 501 was to establish the
minimum criteria for manufactured housing. Additional criteria were derived from earlier editions
of NFPA 501B and the then-current HUD regulations to address future application for manufactured
homes in the international marketplace. HUD regulations at that time addressed only those
structures sold within the United States. Information from NFPA 501 had already been used to
update the federal Manufactured Housing Construction and Safety Standards as administered by
HUD.

The majority of the revisions to the 1999 edition were minor in nature and pertained to editorial
clari�cation and revisions. There were signi�cant revisions in the provisions on smoke detectors and
smoke alarms. The revisions updated those provisions to recognize the requirements of NFPA 72,
National Fire Alarm Code. Revisions were also made to the electrical chapter so that it was in agreement
with the provisions of NFPA 70, National Electrical Code.

The 2000 edition was the �rst complete edition to be revised following HUD’s selection of NFPA
to develop revisions to the federal regulations (24 CFR 3280) for manufactured homes.
Approximately 100 changes were accepted for that edition. Revisions updated the reference
standards, updated plumbing provisions, revised load testing for trusses, and added requirements for
smoke detection installations for multistory units and those with basements.

The 2003 edition continued the document’s improvement, focused on NFPA’s suite of
manufactured housing documents, and was reviewed and revised based on changes expected to
emanate from the Manufactured Housing Improvement Act (MHIA) of 2000. Changes were
incorporated that further re�ected the desire to provide a more responsible approach to consumer
concerns, such as ensuring that consumer manual criteria re�ected the proper reference in the
Code of Federal Regulations, that labels were attached to clearly visible locations, and that issues as
diverse as the accessibility of manufactured housing units and the strengthening of criteria for
handrails and guards were addressed. Other changes included improvements to the requirement for
multistory and multisection homes, including the addition of an entirely new chapter on special
construction considerations.

The 2005 edition incorporated a number of technical changes, including new requirements for
stairs, materials of construction, energy conservation, water heaters, and supply ducts.
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The 2010 edition of NFPA 501 incorporated revisions at a number of levels. Several of the referenced standards were
updated where appropriate, and various de�nitions were revised and updated. New requirements and revised performance
criteria dealing with cellular plastic materials and foam plastic materials were also added. These newly added provisions
addressed �ame spread indices, radiant panel indices, performance with the room corner test, or some combination of the
three.

Enhancements to �re safety systems included a standing requirement to provide smoke alarm systems that comply with the
requirements of NFPA 72. A signi�cant change in the systems area included a mandate for residential sprinkler systems in all
new manufactured homes. This established parity with similar provisions for other types of single-family homes that are
governed by NFPA 101, Life Safety Code; NFPA 5000, Building Construction and Safety Code; and the ICC International Residential
Code.

Finally, a series of changes to several energy ef�ciency provisions were included. Revisions to the U 0 values coupled with
changes to the design climate map and certain glazing provisions moved the manufactured housing energy ef�ciency targets
closer to those recommended by the U.S. Department of Energy.

The 2013 edition incorporated new requirements for safe rooms and updated referenced documents.

The 2017 edition includes the following changes:

(1) A requirement for total smoke released has been added as an optional measurement where smoke limitations are
desired.

(2) Because it has now been shown that cellulose loose-�ll insulation cannot be tested appropriately using ASTM E84 (or
UL 723), that test has been replaced by CAN/ULC S102.2.

(3) The requirements in 5.8.2.3.1 and 5.8.2.3.2 have been removed because they are already included in NFPA 275.
(4) NFPA 750 was removed as a reference because it is not an approved automatic sprinkler system and has not been

proved to be equivalent to any of the NFPA 13 systems.
(5) References and extracts have been appropriately updated.
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IMPORTANT NOTE: This NFPA document is made available for
use subject to important notices and legal disclaimers. These notices
and disclaimers appear in all publications containing this document
and may be found under the heading “Important Notices and
Disclaimers Concerning NFPA Standards.” They can also be viewed
at www.nfpa.org/disclaimers or obtained on request from NFPA.

UPDATES, ALERTS, AND FUTURE EDITIONS: New editions of
NFPA codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides (i.e.,
NFPA Standards) are released on scheduled revision cycles. This
edition may be superseded by a later one, or it may be amended
outside of its scheduled revision cycle through the issuance of Tenta‐
tive Interim Amendments (TIAs). An of�cial NFPA Standard at any
point in time consists of the current edition of the document, together
with all TIAs and Errata in effect. To verify that this document is the
current edition or to determine if it has been amended by TIAs or
Errata, please consult the National Fire Codes® Subscription Service
or the “List of NFPA Codes & Standards” at www.nfpa.org/docinfo.
In addition to TIAs and Errata, the document information pages also
include the option to sign up for alerts for individual documents and
to be involved in the development of the next edition.

NOTICE: An asterisk (*) following the number or letter
designating a paragraph indicates that explanatory material on
the paragraph can be found in Annex A.

A reference in brackets [ ] following a section or paragraph
indicates material that has been extracted from another NFPA
document. As an aid to the user, the complete title and edition
of the source documents for extracts in mandatory sections of
the document are given in Chapter 14 and those for extracts in
informational sections are given in Annex D. Extracted text
may be edited for consistency and style and may include the
revision of internal paragraph references and other references
as appropriate. Requests for interpretations or revisions of
extracted text shall be sent to the technical committee respon‐
sible for the source document.

Information on referenced publications can be found in
Chapter 14 and Annex D.

Chapter 1   General

1.1 Scope.  This standard shall cover all the equipment and
installations used in the design, construction, transportation,
�re safety, plumbing, heat-producing, and electrical systems of
manufactured homes that are designed to be used as dwelling
units. This standard shall, to the maximum extent possible,
establish performance requirements. In certain instances,
however, the use of speci�c requirements is necessary.

1.2 De�nitions.  The following de�nitions are common to all
chapters of this standard and are in addition to the de�nitions
provided in individual chapters.

1.2.1 Administrative Regulations.  Regulations promulgated
by the regulatory agency for administration and enforcement
of the provisions of this standard.

1.2.2*  Approved.  Acceptable to the authority having jurisdic‐
tion.

1.2.3*  Authority Having Jurisdiction (AHJ).  An organization,
of�ce, or individual responsible for enforcing the requirements
of a code or standard, or for approving equipment, materials,
an installation, or a procedure.

1.2.4 Bay Window.  A window assembly whose maximum hori‐
zontal projection is no more than 24 in. (610 mm) from the
plane of an exterior wall and is elevated above the �oor level of
the home, or a window supported on a foundation extending
beyond the main walls of a building. [5000, 2015]

1.2.5 Certi�cation Label.  The approved form of manufac‐
turer certi�cation that is permanently af�xed to each transport‐
able section of each manufactured home that is subject to this
standard. (See Section 1.11.)

1.2.6 Dwelling Unit.  One or more rooms arranged for
complete, independent housekeeping purposes, with space for
eating, living, and sleeping; facilities for cooking; and provi‐
sions for sanitation. [5000, 2015]

1.2.7 Equipment.  A general term including material, �ttings,
devices, appliances, luminaires, apparatus, machinery, and the
like used as a part of, or in connection with, an electrical instal‐
lation. [70:100]

1.2.8 Federal Manufactured Home Construction and Safety
Standard.  A standard either promulgated or adopted under
authority of the National Manufactured Housing Construction and
Safety Standards Act of 1974 (PL 93-383, as amended).

1.2.9 Installations.  All arrangements and methods of
construction, as well as �re safety, plumbing, heat-producing,
and electrical systems used in manufactured homes.

1.2.10 Labeled.  Equipment or materials to which has been
attached a label, symbol, or other identifying mark of an organ‐
ization that is acceptable to the authority having jurisdiction
and concerned with product evaluation, that maintains peri‐
odic inspection of production of labeled equipment or materi‐
als, and by whose labeling the manufacturer indicates
compliance with appropriate standards or performance in a
speci�ed manner.

1.2.11 Length of a Manufactured Home.  A manufactured
home’s largest overall length in the traveling mode, including
cabinets and other projections that contain interior space.
Length does not include bay windows, roof projections, over‐
hangs, or eaves under which there is no interior space, nor
does it include drawbars, couplings, or hitches.

1.2.12*  Listed.  Equipment, materials, or services included in
a list published by an organization that is acceptable to the
authority having jurisdiction and concerned with evaluation of
products or services, that maintains periodic inspection of
production of listed equipment or materials or periodic evalua‐
tion of services, and whose listing states that either the equip‐
ment, material, or service meets appropriate designated
standards or has been tested and found suitable for a speci�ed
purpose.
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1.2.13 Manufactured Home.  A structure, transportable in one
or more sections that in the traveling mode is 8 body-ft (2.4 m)
or more in width or 40 body-ft (12.2 m) or more in length or
that on site is 320 ft2 (29.7 m2) or more, is built on a perma‐
nent chassis, is designed to be used as a dwelling with or with‐
out a permanent foundation, whether or not connected to the
utilities, and includes plumbing, heating, air-conditioning, and
electrical systems contained therein. Such terms shall include
any structure that meets all the requirements of this paragraph
except the size requirements and with respect to which the
manufacturer voluntarily �les a certi�cation required by the
regulatory agency. Calculations used to determine the number
of square feet in a structure are based on the structure’s exte‐
rior dimensions, include all expandable rooms, cabinets, and
other projections containing interior space, but do not include
bay windows.

1.2.14 Manufactured Home Construction.  All activities relat‐
ing to the assembly and manufacture of a manufactured home,
including but not limited to those relating to durability, quality,
and safety.

1.2.15 Manufactured Home Safety.  The performance of a
manufactured home in such a manner that the public is protec‐
ted against any unreasonable risk of the occurrence of acci‐
dents or any unreasonable risk of death or injury to the user or
to the public if such accidents do occur due to the design or
construction of the manufactured home.

1.2.16 Manufacturer.  Any person engaged in manufacturing
or assembling manufactured homes, including any person
engaged in importing manufactured homes for resale.

1.2.17 Modular Home.  A home constructed, all or in part, in
accordance with a standard adopted, administered, and
enforced by the regulatory agency, or under reciprocal agree‐
ment with the regulatory agency, for conventional site-built
dwellings.

1.2.18 Multi-Wide.  A manufactured home that is made up of
two or more transportable sections.

1.2.19 New Manufactured Home.  A manufactured home that
has not been sold to a person/consumer for purposes other
than retail resale.

1.2.20 Registered Engineer or Architect.  A person licensed to
practice engineering or architecture in a state, subject to all
laws and limitations imposed by the state’s Board of Engineer‐
ing and Architecture Examiners. A registered engineer or
architect is engaged in the professional practice of rendering
service or creative work that requires education, training, and
experience in engineering sciences and special knowledge of
mathematical, physical, and engineering sciences for the
purpose of securing compliance with speci�cations and design
in such professional or creative work as consultation, investiga‐
tion, evaluation, planning or design, and supervision of
construction.

1.2.21 Regulatory Agency.  The agency adopting, administer‐
ing, and enforcing this standard.

1.2.22 Residential Storm Shelter.  A storm shelter serving
occupants of dwelling units and having an occupant load not
exceeding 16 persons.

1.2.23 Safe Rooms (Storm Shelters).  A building, structure, or
portion(s) thereof constructed in accordance with ICC 500,
Standard for the Design and Construction of Storm Shelters; FEMA

320, Taking Shelter From the Storm: Building a Safe Room For Your
Home or Small Business; or FEMA 361, Design and Construction
Guidance for Community Safe Rooms, and designated for use
during a severe wind storm event such as a hurricane or
tornado.

1.2.24 Shall.  Indicates a mandatory requirement.

1.2.25 Should.  Indicates a recommendation or that which is
advised but not required.

1.2.26 Single-Wide.  A manufactured home that is made up of
a single, transportable section.

1.2.27 State.  Includes all 50 individual states that make up the
United States, the District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of
Puerto Rico, Guam, the U.S. Virgin Islands, and American
Samoa.

1.2.28 Width of a Manufactured Home.  A manufactured
home’s largest overall width in the traveling mode, including
cabinets and other projections that contain interior space.
Width does not include bay windows, roof projections, over‐
hangs, or eaves under which there is no interior space.

1.3 Consumer Manual Requirements.  Consumer manuals
shall be in accordance with 24 CFR 3282, “Manufactured
Home Procedural and Enforcement Regulations,”
Section 3282.207, “Manufactured Home Consumer Manual
Requirements.”

1.4 Incorporation by Reference.  The speci�cations, stand‐
ards, and codes, or portions thereof, of the following organiza‐
tions, where they are speci�ed in this standard, shall be
incorporated by reference. Where two or more referenced
standards are equivalent in application, manufacturers shall
have the option to incorporate into the manufactured home
design and construction the referenced standard of their
choosing.

Exception: When reference standards and this standard are inconsis‐
tent, the requirements of this standard shall prevail to the extent of the
inconsistency.

AA — Aluminum Association, 1525 Wilson Boulevard, Suite
600, Arlington, VA 22209.

AAMA — American Architectural Manufacturers Association,
1827 Walden Of�ce Square, Suite 550, Schaumberg, IL 60173.

AF&PA — American Forest & Paper Association, 1101 K
Street Street NW, Suite 700, Washington, DC 20005 [previously
named National Forest Products Association (NFPA)].

AGA — American Gas Association, 400 N. Capitol Street
NW, Washington, DC 20001.

AISC — American Institute of Steel Construction, One East
Wacker Drive, Suite 3100, Chicago, IL 60601.

AISI — American Iron and Steel Institute, 25 Massachusetts
Avenue NW, Suite 800, Washington, DC 20001.

AITC — American Institute of Timber Construction, 7012 S.
Revere Parkway, Suite 140, Centennial, CO 80112.

ANSI — American National Standards Institute, 25 West
43rd Street, New York, NY 10036.

APA — The Engineered Wood Association, 7011 South 19th
Street, Tacoma, WA 98466-5333.
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