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NFPA Standards. Nor does the NFPA list, certify, test, or inspect products, designs, or installations for 
compliance with this document. Any certification or other statement of compliance with the requirements 
of this document shall not be attributable to the NFPA and is solely the responsibility of the certifier or 
maker of the statement.
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of the current edition of the document together with any TIAs and Errata then in effect.
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option to register for an “Alert” feature to receive an automatic email notification when new updates and 
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Users of NFPA codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides (“NFPA Standards”) should be aware that these
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Tentative Interim Amendments or corrected through the issuance of Errata, consult appropriate NFPA publications such as the
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below.

Interpretations of NFPA Standards

A statement, written or oral, that is not processed in accordance with Section 6 of the Regulations Governing the
Development of NFPA Standards shall not be considered the of�cial position of NFPA or any of its Committees and shall not
be considered to be, nor be relied upon as, a Formal Interpretation.

Patents

The NFPA does not take any position with respect to the validity of any patent rights referenced in, related to, or asserted in
connection with an NFPA Standard. The users of NFPA Standards bear the sole responsibility for determining the validity of
any such patent rights, as well as the risk of infringement of such rights, and the NFPA disclaims liability for the infringement
of any patent resulting from the use of or reliance on NFPA Standards.

NFPA adheres to the policy of the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) regarding the inclusion of patents in
American National Standards (“the ANSI Patent Policy”), and hereby gives the following notice pursuant to that policy:

NOTICE: The user’s attention is called to the possibility that compliance with an NFPA Standard may require use of an
invention covered by patent rights. NFPA takes no position as to the validity of any such patent rights or as to whether such
patent rights constitute or include essential patent claims under the ANSI Patent Policy. If, in connection with the ANSI Patent
Policy, a patent holder has �led a statement of willingness to grant licenses under these rights on reasonable and
nondiscriminatory terms and conditions to applicants desiring to obtain such a license, copies of such �led statements can be
obtained, on request, from NFPA. For further information, contact the NFPA at the address listed below.

Law and Regulations

Users of NFPA Standards should consult applicable federal, state, and local laws and regulations. NFPA does not, by the
publication of its codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides, intend to urge action that is not in compliance with
applicable laws, and these documents may not be construed as doing so.

Copyrights

NFPA Standards are copyrighted. They are made available for a wide variety of both public and private uses. These include
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“adoption by reference” means the citing of title, edition, and publishing information only. Any deletions, additions, and
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contact NFPA at the address below.

For Further Information
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This edition of NFPA 10, Standard for Portable Fire Extinguishers, was prepared by the Technical
Committee on Portable Fire Extinguishers. It was issued by the Standards Council on August 1, 2017,
with an effective date of August 21, 2017, and supersedes all previous editions.

This document has been amended by one or more Tentative Interim Amendments (TIAs) and/or
Errata. See “Codes & Standards” at www.nfpa.org for more information.

This edition of NFPA 10 was approved as an American National Standard on August 21, 2017.

Origin and Development of NFPA 10

In 1918 and 1919, the NFPA Committee on Field Practice (predecessor of the present committee)
was active in developing a standard on �rst aid protection. The earliest of�cial NFPA standard on this
subject was adopted in 1921. Revised editions were adopted by the association in 1926, 1928, 1929,
1930, 1931, 1932, 1936, 1938, 1942, 1945, 1950, 1953, 1955, 1956, 1957, 1958, 1959, 1961, 1962, 1963,
1965, 1966, 1967, 1968, 1969, 1970, 1972, 1973, 1974, 1975, 1978, and 1981. In 1965, the previous
editions were divided into two separate texts, one covering installation and the second covering
maintenance and use. The 1974 edition recombined all the information previously contained in
NFPA 10 and NFPA 10A. A new appendix was added to the 1974 edition to include information
about the selection of �re extinguishers for home hazards. Information on selection and distribution
of �re extinguishers was added to the appendix of the 1978 edition. Major revisions to provide
simpli�cation and uniformity were made in the 1984 edition. The standard was revised in 1988, 1990,
and 1994.

In 1998, NFPA 10R, Recommended Practice for Portable Fire Extinguishing Equipment in Family Dwelling
Units and Living Units, was withdrawn. Information on this topic was incorporated as an annex of
NFPA 10.

This standard was revised in 2002.

The 2007 edition of this standard was a complete revision.

The 2010 edition of this standard included changes to comply with the Manual of Style for NFPA
Technical Committee Documents by removing unenforceable terms. Annex material was also added to
clarify the need for removing obsolete extinguishers.

The 2013 edition of this standard was revised to better address Class D extinguishing agents and
the phase-out of listed halon extinguishers. The de�nition of halocarbons was expanded to permit
the use of any halocarbon agent acceptable under the U.S. EPA Signi�cant New Alternatives Policy
program. The list of NFPA documents that contain additional requirements that supersede or
expand upon those found in this standard was signi�cantly expanded for easy reference. New travel
distances for obstacle, gravity/three-dimensional, and pressure �re hazards were added. Chapter 7,
Inspection, Maintenance, and Recharging, and Annex E, Distribution, were signi�cantly revised and
restructured. Instructions for inspection and maintenance of residential extinguishers were added to
Annex F, Selection of Residential Fire-Extinguishing Equipment.

The 2018 edition incorporates clari�cations on a wide array of topics, including electronic
monitoring, obsolete extinguishers, extinguishers installed in areas containing oxidizers,
extinguisher signs, and extinguisher mounting equipment and cabinets. A new requirement
regarding maintenance of hose stations that are used in lieu of extinguishers has been added. The
�re classi�cation marking system is expanded to include markings for extinguishers rated for Class
AC and Class AK. The annexes have also been updated to address current extinguisher types and
ratings, while removing information on obsolete equipment.
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NOTE: Membership on a committee shall not in and of itself constitute an endorsement of
the Association or any document developed by the committee on which the member serves.

Committee Scope: This Committee shall have primary responsibility for documents on the
installation, maintenance, and use of portable �re extinguishers and equipment. Does not
apply to permanently installed �re extinguishing systems even though portions of those
systems are portable, such as hose and nozzles, which may be attached to a �xed supply of
extinguishing agent.
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IMPORTANT NOTE: This NFPA document is made available for
use subject to important notices and legal disclaimers. These notices
and disclaimers appear in all publications containing this document
and may be found under the heading “Important Notices and
Disclaimers Concerning NFPA Standards.” They can also be viewed
at www.nfpa.org/disclaimers or obtained on request from NFPA.

UPDATES, ALERTS, AND FUTURE EDITIONS: New editions of
NFPA codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides (i.e.,
NFPA Standards) are released on scheduled revision cycles. This
edition may be superseded by a later one, or it may be amended
outside of its scheduled revision cycle through the issuance of Tenta‐
tive Interim Amendments (TIAs). An of�cial NFPA Standard at any
point in time consists of the current edition of the document, together
with all TIAs and Errata in effect. To verify that this document is the
current edition or to determine if it has been amended by TIAs or
Errata, please consult the National Fire Codes® Subscription Service
or the “List of NFPA Codes & Standards” at www.nfpa.org/docinfo.
In addition to TIAs and Errata, the document information pages also
include the option to sign up for alerts for individual documents and
to be involved in the development of the next edition.

NOTICE: An asterisk (*) following the number or letter
designating a paragraph indicates that explanatory material on
the paragraph can be found in Annex A.

A reference in brackets [ ] following a section or paragraph
indicates material that has been extracted from another NFPA
document. As an aid to the user, the complete title and edition
of the source documents for extracts in mandatory sections of
the document are given in Chapter 2 and those for extracts in
informational sections are given in Annex K. Extracted text
may be edited for consistency and style and may include the
revision of internal paragraph references and other references
as appropriate. Requests for interpretations or revisions of
extracted text shall be sent to the technical committee respon‐
sible for the source document.

Information on referenced publications can be found in
Chapter 2 and Annex K.

Chapter 1   Administration

1.1* Scope.   The provisions of this standard apply to the selec‐
tion, installation, inspection, maintenance, recharging, and
testing of portable �re extinguishers and Class D extinguishing
agents.

1.1.1   The requirements given herein are minimum.

1.1.2   The requirements shall not apply to permanently instal‐
led systems for �re extinguishment, even where portions of
such systems are portable (such as hose and nozzles attached to
a �xed supply of extinguishing agent).

1.2* Purpose.   This standard is prepared for use by and guid‐
ance of persons charged with selecting, purchasing, installing,
approving, listing, designing, and maintaining portable �re
extinguishers and Class D extinguishing agents.

1.2.1   The �re protection requirements of this standard are
general in nature and are not intended to abrogate the speci�c
requirements of other NFPA standards for speci�c occupan‐
cies.

1.2.2   Nothing in this standard shall be construed as a restric‐
tion on new technologies or alternative arrangements, provi‐
ded that the level of protection as herein described is not
lowered and is acceptable to the authority having jurisdiction.

1.3 Units.

1.3.1   Metric units of measurement in this standard are in
accordance with the modernized metric system known as the
International System of Units (SI).

1.3.1.1   The units are listed in Table 1.3.1.1 with conversion
factors.

Δ Table 1.3.1.1 Metric Units of Measurement

Name of Unit Abbreviation Conversion Factor

Liter L 1 gal = 3.785 L
Millimeter mm 1 in. = 25.4 mm
Meter m 1 ft = 0.305 m
Kilogram kg 1 lb (mass) = 0.454 kg
Degree Celsius °C 5∕9(°F − 32) = °C
Bar bar 1 psi = 0.0689 bar

1.3.1.2   If a value for measurement as given in this standard is
followed by an equivalent value in other units, the �rst stated is
to be regarded as the requirement.

1.3.1.3   A given equivalent value shall be permitted to be
considered approximate.

1.3.2   The conversion procedure for the SI units is to multiply
the quantity by the conversion factor and then round the result
to the appropriate number of signi�cant digits.

Chapter 2   Referenced Publications

2.1 General.   The documents or portions thereof listed in this
chapter are referenced within this standard and shall be
considered part of the requirements of this document.

2.2 NFPA Publications.   National Fire Protection Association,
1 Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA 02169-7471.

NFPA 1, Fire Code, 2015 edition.
NFPA 2, Hydrogen Technologies Code, 2016 edition.
NFPA 14, Standard for the Installation of Standpipe and Hose

Systems, 2016 edition.
NFPA 22, Standard for Water Tanks for Private Fire Protection,

2013 edition.
NFPA 30, Flammable and Combustible Liquids Code, 2015

edition.
NFPA 30A, Code for Motor Fuel Dispensing Facilities and Repair

Garages, 2015 edition.
NFPA 33, Standard for Spray Application Using Flammable or

Combustible Materials, 2016 edition.
NFPA 40, Standard for the Storage and Handling of Cellulose

Nitrate Film, 2016 edition.
NFPA 45, Standard on Fire Protection for Laboratories Using Chem‐

icals, 2015 edition.
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edition.
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Facilities, 2016 edition.
NFPA 96, Standard for Ventilation Control and Fire Protection of

Commercial Cooking Operations, 2017 edition.
NFPA 99, Health Care Facilities Code, 2015 edition.
NFPA 99B, Standard for Hypobaric Facilities, 2015 edition.
NFPA 101®, Life Safety Code®, 2015 edition.
NFPA 102, Standard for Grandstands, Folding and Telescopic Seat‐

ing, Tents, and Membrane Structures, 2016 edition.
NFPA 115, Standard for Laser Fire Protection, 2016 edition.
NFPA 120, Standard for Fire Prevention and Control in Coal

Mines, 2015 edition.
NFPA 122, Standard for Fire Prevention and Control in Metal/

Nonmetal Mining and Metal Mineral Processing Facilities, 2015
edition.

NFPA 130, Standard for Fixed Guideway Transit and Passenger
Rail Systems, 2017 edition.

NFPA 140, Standard on Motion Picture and Television Production
Studio Soundstages, Approved Production Facilities, and Production
Locations, 2013 edition.

NFPA 150, Standard on Fire and Life Safety in Animal Housing
Facilities, 2016 edition.

NFPA 160, Standard for the Use of Flame Effects Before an Audi‐
ence, 2016 edition.

NFPA 232, Standard for the Protection of Records, 2017 edition.
NFPA 241, Standard for Safeguarding Construction, Alteration,

and Demolition Operations, 2013 edition.
NFPA 301, Code for Safety to Life from Fire on Merchant Vessels,
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NFPA 505, Fire Safety Standard for Powered Industrial Trucks

Including Type Designations, Areas of Use, Conversions, Maintenance,
and Operations, 2013 edition.

NFPA 655, Standard for Prevention of Sulfur Fires and Explosions,
2017 edition.

NFPA 731, Standard for the Installation of Electronic Premises
Security Systems, 2017 edition.

NFPA 801, Standard for Fire Protection for Facilities Handling
Radioactive Materials, 2014 edition.

NFPA 804, Standard for Fire Protection for Advanced Light Water
Reactor Electric Generating Plants, 2015 edition.

NFPA 805, Performance-Based Standard for Fire Protection for
Light Water Reactor Electric Generating Plants, 2015 edition.

NFPA 820, Standard for Fire Protection in Wastewater Treatment
and Collection Facilities, 2016 edition.

NFPA 909, Code for the Protection of Cultural Resource Properties
— Museums, Libraries, and Places of Worship, 2017 edition.

NFPA 914, Code for Fire Protection of Historic Structures, 2015
edition.

NFPA 1123, Code for Fireworks Display, 2014 edition.
NFPA 1125, Code for the Manufacture of Model Rocket and High

Power Rocket Motors, 2017 edition.
NFPA 1126, Standard for the Use of Pyrotechnics Before a Proxi‐

mate Audience, 2016 edition.
NFPA 1141, Standard for Fire Protection Infrastructure for Land

Development in Wildland, Rural, and Suburban Areas, 2017 edition.
NFPA 1192, Standard on Recreational Vehicles, 2015 edition.
NFPA 1194, Standard for Recreational Vehicle Parks and Camp‐

grounds, 2014 edition.
NFPA 1221, Standard for the Installation, Maintenance, and Use

of Emergency Services Communications Systems, 2016 edition.
NFPA 1901, Standard for Automotive Fire Apparatus, 2016

edition.
NFPA 1906, Standard for Wildland Fire Apparatus, 2016

edition.
NFPA 1925, Standard on Marine Fire-Fighting Vessels, 2013

edition.
NFPA 1962, Standard for the Care, Use, Inspection, Service Test‐

ing, and Replacement of Fire Hose, Couplings, Nozzles, and Fire Hose
Appliances, 2013 edition.

NFPA 5000®, Building Construction and Safety Code®, 2015
edition.

2.3 Other Publications.

2.3.1 ACA Publications.   American Coatings Association, 1500
Rhode Island Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20005.

Hazardous Materials Identi�cation System (HMIS), Implementa‐
tional Manual, 4th edition.

https://www.hsenode.com/NFPA/144674539/NFPA-10?src=spdf
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