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IMPORTANT NOTICES AND DISCI.AIMERS CONCERNING NFPA ® STANDARDS 

NFPA ®codes, standa rds, recommended practices, and guides ("NFPA Standa rds"), of which the doc ument 

contained here in is one, are deve loped throu gh a consensus sta ndards deve lopment p rocess approve d by the 

Am erican Nationa l Standa rds Institu te. Thi s process brings toge ther volunt ee rs representi ng varied viewpoints 

and inte rests to ach ieve consensus on fire and other safety issues. Wh ile the NFPA admi nisters the process and 

establishes rules to prom ote fai rness in the development of consen sus, it does not indepen dently test, evaluate, 

or verify th e accura cy of any info rmatio n or the sou nd ness of any ju dgments contained in NFPA Standards . 

The NFPA disclaims liability for any perso na l injur y, prope rty, or o th er damages of any natur e whatsoever, 

wh e th er special, indirect, conseq uen tia l or co mpensatory, directly or indirectly resulti ng from the publi cation, 

use of, or reliance on NFPA Standa rds. Th e NFPA also makes no guaranty or warranty as to the acc uracy or 

compl ete ness of any information p ublished herein . 

In issuing an d makin g NFPA Standards available, the NFPA is not undert akin g to render p rofess ional or other 

services fo r or on behalf of any pe rson or entit y. Nor is the NFPA und ertaking to perfo rm any duty owed by 

any perso n or enti ty to someon e else. Anyone using this doc ument sho uld re ly on his or he r own indepen dent 

judg ment or, as app ropri ate, see k tl1e advice of a compete nt professiona l in dete rm in ing the exe rcise of 

reaso nable care in any given circumstances. 

The l\lFPA has no powe r, no r does it un de rtak e, to police or enfo rce comp liance with the contents of NFPA 

Standards . No r does the NFPA list, certify, test, or inspect prod ucts, designs, o r installatio ns fo r co mpliance with 

th is docu ment . Any certificatio n or other state men t of compliance the requirements of this docu men t shall 

not be att1ibutab le to the NFPA and is solely th e responsib ility of the certifier or maker of the state ment . 
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Use rs of NFPA code s, standard s, reco mmended practices, and guid es ("NFPA Standa rd s") shou ld 

be aware tha t NFPA Standards may be amended fro m tim e to tim e throu gh th e issuance of a Tentative 

In te rim Amendm e nt (TIA) or correc ted by Errata. An offi cia l NFPA Standard at any point in time 

consists of th e current edition of th e document toget h e r with any TIAs and Errata the n in effect. 

To de term ine whe the r an NFPA Standard has been ame nde d throu gh the issuance ofTIAs or 

corr ec ted by Erra ta, go to www.nfp a.org/docinfo to choose fro m the list of NFPA Standards or u se the 

search feature to se lec t th e NFPA Standard numb er (e.g ., NFPA 13). T h e document info rmatio n page 

up-to -date d ocumen t-spe cific inform ation as well as pos tin gs of all ex isting and Errata. 

It also includ es the option to registe r fo r an "Ale rt" fea ture to rece ive an automatic email noti fica tion 

whe n new updates and othe r inform ation are poste d regardin g the d ocument. 
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Updating of NFPA Standards 

Users ofNFPA codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides ("NFPA Standards") should be aware that 

these documents may be superseded at any time by the issuance of new editions or may be amended from time to 

time through the issuance of Tentative Interim Amendments or con-ected by Errata. An official NFPA Standard at 

any point in time consists of the cwTent edition of the document together with any Tentative Interim Amendments 

and any Errata then in effect. In order to determine whether a given document is the current edition and whether 

it has been amended through the issuance of Tentative Interim Amendments or corrected through the issuance of 

Errata, consult appropriate NFPA publications such as the National Fire Codes ® Subscription Serv ice, visit the NFPA 

website at www.nfpa .org, or contact the NFPA at the address listed below. 

Interpretations of NFPA Standards 

A statement, written or oral, that is not processed in accordance with Section 6 of the Regulation s Governing the 

Development of NFPA Standards shall not be considered the official position of NFPA or any of its Committees and 

shall not be considered to be, nor be relied upon as, a Formal Interpretation. 

Patents 

The NFPA does not take any position with respect to the validity of any patent rights 1-eferenced in, re lated to, 

or asserted in connection with an NFPA Standard . The users of NFPA Standa1-ds bear the sole responsibility fo1-

determining the validity of any such patent rights, as well as the risk of infringement of such rights, and the NFPA 

disclaims liability for the infringement of any patent resulting from the use of or reliance on NFPA Standards . 

NFPA adheres to the policy of the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) regarding the inclu sion of 

patent s in American National Standards ("the ANSI Patent Polic y"), and hereby gives the follow ing notice pursuant 

to d1at policy: 

NOTICE: The user's attention is called to the possibility that compliance with an NFPA Standard may 

require use of an invention covered by patent rights . NFPA takes no position as to the validity of any such 

patent rights or as to whether such patent rights constitute or include essential patent claims under the 

ANSI Patent Policy. If, in connection with the ANSI Patent Policy, a patent holder has filed a state ment of 

willingness to grant license s under these rights on rea5onable and nondiscriminatory terms and conditions to 

applicants desiring to obtain such a license, copies of such filed state ments can be obta ined, on reque st, from 

NFPA. For further information, contact the NFPA at the address listed below. 

Law and Regulations 

Users of NFPA Standards sho uld consult applicable federal, state, and local laws and regulation s. NFPA does not, 

by the publication of its codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides, intend to urge action that is not in 

compliance with applicable laws, and these documents may not be construed as doing so . 

Copyrights 

NFPA Standards are copyrighted . The y are made available for a wide variety of both public and private uses. The se 

include both use, by reference, in laws and regulations, and use in private standard ization, and the 

promotion of safe practices and methods . By making these document5 available fo1- use and adoption by publi c 

authorities and p1-ivate users, the NFPA does not waive any rights in copyr ight to these documents . 

Use ofNFPAStandardsfor regulatory purposes should be accomplished through adoption by reference. The term 

"adoption by reference" means the ci ting of tide, edition, and publishing information on ly. Any deletions, additions, 

and changes desired by the adopting authority should be noted sepa ratel y in the adopting instrument. In order 

to assist NFPA in following the uses made of its documents, adopting authorities are requested to notify the NFPA 

(Attention: Secretary, Standards Council) in writing of such use. For technical assistance and questions conce1-ning 

adoption of NFPA Standards, contact NFPA at the address be low. 

For Further Information 

All questions or other com munication s relating to NFPA Standards and all requests for information on NFPA 

procedure s governing its codes and stand ards development process, including information on the procedure s for 

requesting Formal Interpretations, for proposing Tentative Interim Amendments, and for proposing revisions to 

NFPA standards during regular revision cycles, should be sent to NFPA headquarters, addressed to the atte ntion 

of d1e Secretary, Standards Council, NFPA, 1 Batterymarch Park , P.O. Box 9101, Quincy, MA 02269-9101; email: 

stds_admin @nfp a.org 

For more information about NFPA, visit the NFPA website at \vww.n:fpa.org . All NFPA codes and sta ndard s can be 

viewed at no cost at www.nfpa .org/docinfo. 
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NFPA 70® 

National Electrical Code ® 

2020 Edition 

Thi s edition of NFPA 70, National Electrical Code, was prepared by the National Electrica l Code 

Committee and acted on by NFPA at itsJtme Association Technical Meeting held June 17-20, 2019, 

in San Antonio, TX. It was issued by the Standards Council on August 5, 2019, with an effective date 

of August 25, 2019, and supet·sedes all previous editions . 

Thi s Code was issued with Tentative Interim Amendments (TlAs) that impacted provis ions in 

210 .52(C) (2), 240 .67(C), 240.87(C), 725.121 (C), and Annex D3. For more information on see 

www.nfpa .org/70 and Section 5 of the Regulations Governing the Development of NFPA Standards 
available at www.nfpa .org/ regs . 

Thi s edition of NFPA 70was approved as an American National Standard on August 25, 2019 . 

Histo ry and Develo pment of the National Electrical Code® 

The National Fire Protection Association has acted as sponsor of the National Electrical Code sin ce 

1911. The original Code do cum en twas developed in 1897 as a result of the united efforts of various 

insurance, electrical , architectural, and allied interests . 

ln accordance with the Regulations Governing the Development of NFPA Standards, a National Electrical 

Code first draft report containing proposed amendments to the 2017 National fiectrical Code was 

published by NFPA in July 2018. Thi s t·eport recorded the actions of the various code-making panels 
and the correlating committee of the National Elect r ical Code Committee on each public input and 

first revision that had been made to revise the 2017 Cocle. The report was published at 

www.nfpa.org/70 . Following the close of the public comment period, the code-mak ing panels met, 

acted on each comment, and created some second revisions, which were reported to the corre lating 

committee . NFPA published the NationalJ!,'lechical Code second draft report in April 2019, which 

recorded the actions of the code-making panels and the corre latin g corrun ittee on eac h pub lic 
comment on the National Electrical Code Committee first draft report . The National Elect1ical Code 

first draft report and the NationalElect1ical Code second draft report were presented to the 2019 June 

Association Techn ical Meeting for adoption . 

NFPA has an Electr ica l Section that provides particular opportunity for NFPA members intere sted 

in electrical safety to become better informed and to contr ibute to the development of the National 

Electrical Code and other NFPA electrical standards . At the Elecu·ical Section codes and standa rds 
review session held at the 2019 NFPA Conference and Expo, section members had the opportunity 

to discuss and review the report of the National Elecu·ical Code Committee prior to the adoption of 

this edition of the Code by the association at its 2019 Jun e Techn ical Meeting . 

Thi s 55th edition super sedes all other previous editions, supple ments , and pri ntings dated 1897, 

1899 , 1901, 1903, 1904, 1905, 1907, 1909,1911 , 1913, 1915, 1918 , 1920, 1923, 1925, 1926 , 1928, 1930, 
1931, 1933, 1935, 1937, 1940, 1942, 1943, 1947, 1949, 1951, 1953, 1954, 1955, 1956, 1957 , 1958, 1959, 

1962,1965, 1968, 1971, 1975,1978, 1981, 1984, 1987, 1990, 1993, 1996, 1999,2002,2005,2008,2011, 

2014, and 2017 . 

This Code is purely advisory as far as NFPA is concerned . It is made available for a wide variety of 
both public and private uses in the interest of life and property protection . These include both use in 

law and for regulatory purposes and use in private and standard ization activit ies such 

as insurnnce underwriting, buildin g and facilities construction and management, and product 
testing and certification . 

NFPA 70 , National Electrical Code, NFPA and National Fire Protection Association are registered trademarks of the National Fire Protection Association, 

Quinc y, Ma.o;.,achusetts 02169. 
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