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developed through a consensus standards development process approved by the American National Standards Institute.
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The NFPA has no power, nor does it undertake, to police or enforce compliance with the contents of this document.
Nor does the NFPA list, certify, test or inspect products, designs, or installations for compliance with this document. Any
certification or other statement of compliance with the requirements of this document shall not be attributable to the
NFPA and is solely the responsibility of the certifier or maker of the statement.

NOTICES

All questions or other communications relating to this document and all requests for information on NFPA procedures
governing its codes and standards development process, including information on the procedures for requesting Formal
Interpretations, for proposing Tentative Interim Amendments, and for proposing revisions to NFPA documents during
regular revision cycles, should be sent to NFPA headquarters, addressed to the attention of the Secretary, Standards
Council, National Fire Protection Association, 1 Batterymarch Park, P.O. Box 9101, Quincy, MA 02269-9101.

Users of this document should be aware that this document may be amended from time to time through the issuance of
Tentative Interim Amendments, and that an official NFPA document at any point in time consists of the current edition of
the document together with any Tentative Interim Amendments then in effect. In order to determine whether this
document is the current edition and whether it has been amended through the issuance of Tentative Interim

Amendments, consult appropriate NFPA publications such as the National Fire Codes


 Subscription Service, visit the NFPA

website at www.nfpa.org, or contact the NFPA at the address listed above.
A statement, written or oral, that is not processed in accordance with Section 5 of the Regulations Governing Committee

Projects shall not be considered the official position of NFPA or any of its Committees and shall not be considered to be,
nor be relied upon as, a Formal Interpretation.

The NFPA does not take any position with respect to the validity of any patent rights asserted in connection with any
items which are mentioned in or are the subject of this document, and the NFPA disclaims liability for the infringement of
any patent resulting from the use of or reliance on this document. Users of this document are expressly advised that
determination of the validity of any such patent rights, and the risk of infringement of such rights, is entirely their own
responsibility.

Users of this document should consult applicable federal, state, and local laws and regulations. NFPA does not, by the
publication of this document, intend to urge action that is not in compliance with applicable laws, and this document may
not be construed as doing so.
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NFPA 1976

Standard on

Protective Ensemble for Proximity Fire Fighting

2000 Edition

This edition of NFPA 1976, Standard on Protective Ensemble for Proximity Fire Fighting, was pre-
pared by the Technical Committee on Specialized Fire-Fighting Applications Protective
Clothing and Equipment, released by the Technical Correlating Committee on Fire and
Emergency Services Protective Clothing and Equipment, and acted on by the National Fire
Protection Association, Inc., at its November Meeting held November 14–17, 1999, in New
Orleans, LA. It was issued by the Standards Council on January 14, 2000, with an effective date
of February 11, 2000, and supersedes all previous editions.

This edition of NFPA 1976 was approved as an American National Standard on February
11, 2000.

Origin and Development of NFPA 1976

This document was the first from the Technical Committee on Fire Service Protective
Clothing and Equipment to address speciality protective clothing for fire-fighting operations
other than structural fire fighting.

It is intended to provide thermal protection from high levels of radiant heat as well as ther-
mal protection from conductive and convective heat present during proximity fire-fighting
operations such as those involving bulk flammable liquids, bulk flammable gases, bulk flam-
mable material, and during aircraft rescue and fire fighting.

The Subcommittee on Proximity Protective Clothing began their work in 1987 and passed
their work on to the Technical Committee in January 1991. The first edition was presented to
the Association at the 1992 Annual Meeting in New Orleans, LA and became effective on
August 14, 1992.

Since the first edition, the entire project for fire service protective clothing and equipment
was recognized in January 1995 by the Standards Council. The new project has a Technical
Correlating Committee on Fire and Emergency Services Protective Clothing and Equipment
and seven technical committees operating within the Project. The former standing Subcom-
mittee on Proximity Protective Clothing was established as the new Technical Committee on
Specialized Fire-Fighting Applications Protective Clothing and Equipment and has responsi-
bility for NFPA 1976.

This second edition, with the new title of Standard on Protective Ensemble for Proximity Fire
Fighting, represents a complete revision to the first edition and addresses the protection as an
ensemble rather than separate items. This edition establishes requirements for all ensemble
elements, including helmets, garments, shrouds, gloves, and footwear. This second edition
was presented to the Association membership at the 1999 Fall Meeting in New Orleans, LA
on November 17, 1999, and was issued by the Standards Council with an effective date of Feb-
ruary 11, 2000.
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ADMINISTRATION 1976–5

2000 Edition

NFPA 1976

Standard on

Protective Ensemble for Proximity
Fire Fighting

2000 Edition

NOTICE: An asterisk (*) following the number or letter des-
ignating a paragraph indicates that explanatory material on
the paragraph can be found in Appendix A.

Information on referenced publications can be found in
Chapter 7 and Appendix B.

Chapter 1 Administration

1-1* Scope.  

1-1.1 This standard shall specify the minimum design, perfor-
mance, and certification requirements and the test methods
for proximity protective ensembles, including protective
coats, protective trousers, protective coveralls, helmets, gloves,
footwear, and interface components.

1-1.2 This standard shall apply to the design, manufacturing,
and certification of new proximity protective ensembles or
new individual elements of the proximity protective ensemble.
This standard shall not apply to proximity fire-fighting protec-
tive clothing and equipment manufactured to comply with
previous editions of NFPA 1976, Standard on Protective Clothing
for Proximity Fire Fighting.

1-1.3 This standard shall not apply to protective clothing or
ensembles for structural or wildland fire-fighting operations,
for entry specialized fire-fighting operations, or for hazardous
materials emergency operations. This standard shall not apply
to protection from radiological agents, protection from all
biological agents, or protection from all hazardous chemicals.

1-1.4 This standard shall not apply to the use of proximity fire-
fighting protective clothing and equipment, since these
requirements are specified in NFPA 1500, Standard on Fire
Department Occupational Safety and Health Program.

1-1.5 Certification of the proximity fire-fighting protective
ensemble, or individual elements of the protective ensemble,
to the requirements of this standard shall not preclude certifi-
cation to additional appropriate standards where the protec-
tive ensemble or elements of the protective ensemble meet all
applicable requirements of each standard.

1-1.6 The requirements of this standard shall not apply to
accessories that might be attached to any element of the prox-
imity fire-fighting protective ensemble unless specifically
addressed herein.

1-1.7 Nothing herein shall restrict any jurisdiction or manu-
facturer from exceeding these minimum requirements.

1-2* Purpose.  

1-2.1 The purpose of this standard shall be to establish a mini-
mum level of protection against adverse environmental condi-
tions during proximity fire-fighting incidents that release high
levels of radiant heat as well as convective and conductive heat.

1-2.2* Controlled laboratory tests used to determine compli-
ance with the performance requirements of this standard shall
not be deemed as establishing performance levels for all situa-
tions to which proximity fire-fighting personnel can be exposed.

1-2.3 This standard is not intended to be used as a detailed
manufacturing or purchase specification but shall be permit-
ted to be referenced in purchase specifications as minimum
requirements.

1-3 Definitions.  

1-3.1* Accessories. Those items that are attached to a prox-
imity protective ensemble element but designed in such a
manner to be removable from the proximity protective ensem-
ble element and that are not necessary to meet the require-
ments of this standard.

1-3.2 Aircraft Rescue and Fire Fighting. The fire-fighting
actions, performed both inside and outside of aircraft, that are
taken to rescue persons and to control or extinguish fire
involving or adjacent to aircraft on the ground.

1-3.3* Approved. Acceptable to the authority having jurisdic-
tion.

1-3.4 Arch. A footwear term; the bottom curve of the foot,
from the heel to the ball.

1-3.5* Authority Having Jurisdiction. The organization,
office, or individual responsible for approving equipment,
materials, an installation, or a procedure.

1-3.6 Barrier Material. A single-layer fabric or a laminated or
coated, multilayer material considered as a single-layer fabric
that limits transfer from the face of the layer to the other side.

1-3.7 Basic Plane. The anatomical plane that includes the
superior rim of the external auditory meatus, the upper edge of
the external openings of the ear, and the inferior margin of the
orbit, which is the lowest point of the floor of the eye socket.

1-3.8 Basic Weight. The weight of the helmet, including all
components specified in 4-2.2.

1-3.9 Biological Agents. Biological materials that could be
capable of causing a disease or long-term damage to the
human body.

1-3.10* Bitragion Coronal Arc. The arc between the right
and left tragion as measured over the top of the head in a
plane perpendicular to the midsagittal plane.

1-3.11* Bitragion Inion Arc. The arc between tragion as mea-
sured over the inion; for test purposes, the bitragion inion arc is
identified as Datum plane 10 in Figures 6-18.4.1(a) through (c).

1-3.12 Body Fluids. Fluids produced by the body including,
but not limited to, blood, semen, mucus, feces, urine, vaginal
secretions, breast milk, amniotic fluid, cerebrospinal fluid,
synovial fluid, and pericardial fluid.

1-3.13 Brim. That part of the helmet shell extending around
the entire circumference of the helmet.

1-3.14 Brim Line. The horizontal plane intersecting the point
of the front opening of the helmet at the midsagittal plane.

1-3.15 Cargo Pockets. Pockets located on the proximity pro-
tective garment exterior.

1-3.16 Certification/Certified. A system whereby a certifica-
tion organization determines that a manufacturer has demon-
strated the ability to produce a product that complies with the
requirements of this standard, authorizes the manufacturer to
use a label on listed products that comply with the require-
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