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The NFPA disclaims liability for any personal injury, property, or other damages of any nature whatsoever,
whether special, indirect, consequential or compensatory, directly or indirectly resulting from the publication, use
of, or reliance on NFPA Standards. The NFPA also makes no guaranty or warranty as to the accuracy or
completeness of any information published herein.

In issuing and making NFPA Standards available, the NFPA is not undertaking to render professional or other
services for or on behalf of any person or entity. Nor is the NFPA undertaking to perform any duty owed by any
person or entity to someone else. Anyone using this document should rely on his or her own independent
judgment or, as appropriate, seek the advice of a competent professional in determining the exercise of
reasonable care in any given circumstances.

The NFPA has no power, nor does it undertake, to police or enforce compliance with the contents of NFPA
Standards. Nor does the NFPA list, certify, test, or inspect products, designs, or installations for compliance with
this document. Any certification or other statement of compliance with the requirements of this document shall
not be attributable to the NFPA and is solely the responsibility of the certifier or maker of the statement.

REVISION SYMBOLS IDENTIFYING CHANGES FROM THE PREVIOUS EDITION

Text revisions are shaded. A A before a section number indicates that words within that section were
deleted and a A to the left of a table or figure number indicates a revision to an existing table or
figure. When a chapter was heavily revised, the entire chapter is marked throughout with the A
symbol. Where one or more sections were deleted, a ® is placed between the remaining sections.
Chapters, annexes, sections, figures, and tables that are new are indicated with an ‘N.

Note that these indicators are a guide. Rearrangement of sections may not be captured in the
markup, but users can view complete revision details in the First and Second Draft Reports located in
the archived revision information section of each code at www.nfpa.org/docinfo. Any subsequent
changes from the NFPA Technical Meeting, Tentative Interim Amendments, and Errata are also
located there.

REMINDER: UPDATING OF NFPA STANDARDS

Users of NFPA codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides (“NFPA Standards”) should be
aware that these documents may be superseded at any time by the issuance of a new edition, may be
amended with the issuance of Tentative Interim Amendments (TIAs), or be corrected by Errata. It is
intended that through regular revisions and amendments, participants in the NFPA standards
development process consider the then-current and available information on incidents, materials,
technologies, innovations, and methods as these develop over time and that NFPA Standards reflect
this consideration. Therefore, any previous edition of this document no longer represents the current
NFPA Standard on the subject matter addressed. NFPA encourages the use of the most current edition
of any NFPA Standard [as it may be amended by TIA(s) or Errata] to take advantage of current
experience and understanding. An official NFPA Standard at any point in time consists of the current
edition of the document, including any issued TIAs and Errata then in effect.

To determine whether an NFPA Standard has been amended through the issuance of TIAs or
corrected by Errata, visit the “Codes & Standards” section at www.nfpa.org.
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2020 Edition

This edition of NFPA 1405, Guide for Land-Based Fire Departments That Respond to Marine Vessel Fires,
was prepared by the Technical Committee on Fire Service Training. It was issued by the Standards
Council on November 4, 2019, with an effective date of November 24, 2019, and supersedes all
previous editions.

This edition of NFPA 1405 was approved as an American National Standard on November 24,
2019.

Origin and Development of NFPA 1405

This guide was developed in response to a recognized need in fire-fighter training. Marine vessel
fires constitute one of the greatest challenges that structural fire fighters can face. The Technical
Committee on Fire Service Training helped to establish a subcommittee of experts on the subject of
shipboard fire fighting. The results of the subcommittee’s efforts were in the first edition of NFPA
1405 in 1990.

The 1996 edition contained some minor updates to the original edition.

The 2001 edition contained updates to the original edition, including material about responder
safety, vessel familiarity, vessel detection systems, incident command considerations, and a reminder
that every vessel response should be treated initially as a hazardous materials incident. Some material
from Appendix A was moved into a new Appendix B, Pre-Fire Survey Guide, to provide more
visibility for this important sample survey.

The 2006 edition contained editorial changes and included new International Maritime
Organization (IMO) Graphical Symbols for Shipboard Fire Control Plans. This edition also featured
technical changes related to definitions, vessel stability, and draft marks.

The title of the 2011 edition was changed from Guide for Land-Based Fire Fighters Who Respond to
Marine Vessel Fires to Guide for Land-Based Fire Departments That Respond to Marine Vessel Fires to eliminate
confusion with NFPA 1005, Standard for Professional Qualifications for Marine Fire Fighting for Land-Based
Fire Fighters.

The 2016 edition was revised to internationalize the terminology in the document. A chapter on
legal issues, Chapter 17, was deleted.

For the 2020 edition, the committee reviewed the document and updated it to better align with
the NFPA Manual of Style as well as updated the referenced and extracted material in the document.
Also, the committee made many changes to update and align with current U.S. Coast Guard
regulations based on its recent organizational changes and existing regulations.

NFPA and National Fire Protection Association are registered trademarks of the National Fire Protection Association, Quincy, Massachusetts 02169.
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IMPORTANT NOTE: This NFPA document is made available for
use subject to important notices and legal disclaimers. These notices
and disclaimers appear in all publications containing this document
and may be found under the heading “Important Notices and
Disclaimers Concerning NFPA Standards.” They can also be viewed
at www.nfpa.org/disclaimers or obtained on request from NFPA.

UPDATES, ALERTS, AND FUTURE EDITIONS: New editions of
NFPA codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides (i.e.,
NFPA Standards) are released on scheduled revision cycles. This
edition may be superseded by a later one, or it may be amended
outside of its scheduled revision cycle through the issuance of Tenta-
tive Interim Amendments (TIAs). An official NFPA Standard at any
point in time consists of the current edition of the document, together
with all TIAs and Errata in effect. To verify that this document is the
current edition or to determine if it has been amended by TIAs or
Errata, please consult the National Fire Codes® Subscription Service
or the “List of NFPA Codes & Standards” at www.nfpa.org/docinfo.
In addition to TIAs and Errata, the document information pages also
include the option to sign up for alerts for individual documents and
to be involved in the development of the next edition.

NOTICE: An asterisk (*) following the number or letter
designating a paragraph indicates that explanatory material on
the paragraph can be found in Annex A.

Information on referenced publications can be found in
Chapter 2 and Annex E.

Chapter 1 Administration

1.1 Scope.

1.1.1 This guide identifies the elements of a comprehensive
marine fire-fighting response program including, but not limi-
ted to, vessel familiarization, training considerations, pre-fire
planning, and special hazards that enable land-based fire fight-
ers to extinguish vessel fires safely and efficiently. In general,
the practices recommended in this publication apply to vessels
that are covered by the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) agree-
ment or that call at United States ports.

1.1.2 This document does not consider offshore terminals or
vessels on the high sea.

1.2 Purpose. (Reserved)
1.3 General Information.

1.3.1 The tactics and strategies utilized to attack a fire aboard
a vessel are in many ways similar to those used routinely in
structural fire fighting. However, there are many aspects of
marine fire fighting that warrant special attention because of
the unique environment encountered aboard a vessel. Ships
often are compared to high-rise buildings. This is not an alto-
gether inappropriate comparison. However, the ventilation of a
vessel fire can be more difficult to achieve and the spread of a
fire more difficult to check. The fire fighter's natural response
when confronted with a structure fire is to act immediately.
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This is because most structure fires exhibit similar characteris-
tics that have been encountered before and thus there is a
source of knowledge and experience from which to draw.
However, a major fire aboard a ship seldom occurs, and very
few fire fighters have experienced such a fire. Therefore, fires
aboard ship should be approached in a quick but safe and
prudent manner. Fire fighters have come to realize that when
they approach hazardous material incidents, it is preferable to
proceed slowly rather than to react too quickly, thus increasing
risks and jeopardizing success. The same is also true when
fighting vessel fires.

1.3.2 Unlike structure fires, hazardous material incidents, and
many other fireground operations for which there is extensive
written material available for fire service personnel to study,
there is relatively little information available to land-based fire
fighters concerning the management of a fire aboard a vessel.
The absence of this type of information often leads fire fighters
to apply strategies and tactics associated with structure fires to
fires aboard vessels. Although these strategies and tactics are
similar, it is important to recognize that there are distinct
differences in the two types of fires. Incidents in the marine
environment are usually larger in scale than those encountered
on land. For example, some fire departments are prepared to
deal with an incident involving an 8000-gallon (30,283 L) tank
truck fire. A bulk liquid barge can easily hold several million
gallons of product. Tank vessels may hold as much as 84 million
gallons (317,974,590 L) and be almost a quarter mile in length.
These types of incidents require planning and resources that
far exceed a routine fire department response.

1.3.3 NFPA, at the request of and in cooperation with the
USCG, and with the assistance of the fire service and maritime
communities, has undertaken the task of developing this guide
for use by local fire-fighting organizations that could be
confronted with a fire aboard a vessel.

1.3.4 Because there is extensive written material available
concerning structure fires, hazardous material incidents, and
other fireground operations, this guide provides only limited
discussion of those aspects of vessel fire-fighting procedures
that are similar. Those aspects that are different are empha-
sized and highlighted throughout this document.

Chapter 2 Referenced Publications

2.1 General. The documents or portions thereof listed in this
chapter are referenced within this guide and should be consid-
ered part of the recommendations of this document.

2.2 NFPA Publications. National Fire Protection Association,
1 Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA 02169-7471.

NFPA 11, Standard for Low-, Medium-, and High-Expansion
Foam, 2016 edition.

NFPA 12A, Standard on Halon 1301 Fire Extinguishing Systems,
2018 edition.

NFPA 14, Standard for the Installation of Standpipe and Hose
Systems, 2019 edition.

NFPA 1500™, Standard on Fire Department Occupational Safety,
Health, and Wellness Program, 2020 edition.

2020 Edition

This is a preview. Click here to purchase the full publication.



https://www.hsenode.com/NFPA/118396495/NFPA-1405?src=spdf

