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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards
bodies (ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out
through ISO technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical
committee has been established has the right to be represented on that committee. International
organizations, governmental and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work.
ISO collaborates closely with the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of
electrotechnical standardization.

The procedures used to develop this document and those intended for its further maintenance are
described in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 1. In particular, the different approval criteria needed for the
different types of ISO documents should be noted. This document was drafted in accordance with the
editorial rules of the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2 (see www.iso.org/directives).

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of
patent rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. Details of
any patent rights identified during the development of the document will be in the Introduction and/or
on the ISO list of patent declarations received (see www.iso.org/patents).

Any trade name used in this document is information given for the convenience of users and does not
constitute an endorsement.

For an explanation of the voluntary nature of standards, the meaning of ISO specific terms and
expressions related to conformity assessment, as well as information about I1SO’s adherence to the
World Trade Organization (WTQO) principles in the Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT), see www.iso.

org/iso/foreword.html.

This document was prepared by Technical Committee 1SO/TC 207, Environmental management,
Subcommittee SC 2, Environmental auditing and related environmental investigations.

Any feedback or questions on this document should be directed to the user’s national standards body. A
complete listing of these bodies can be found at www.iso.org/members.html.
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Introduction

0.1 Background

Water is vital for supporting life on Earth. It is important for continued health and wellbeing as well as
for a sustainable economy and environment.

Water is a growing global concern. Demand for water continues to rise exponentially because of
increasing population, industrial development, energy demands and agriculture. Water supplies are
becoming more erratic and uncertain, and degrading water quality can add to this uncertainty. The
current rate of water use is unsustainable.

Water is necessary for all ecosystems. In water-stressed countries/regions, during droughts and in
areas where water resources are scarce, it is extremely important to ensure access to water supplies.
As aresult, water stewardship is necessary to sustain the natural water cycle, which is interlinked with
the Earth’s climate and ecosystems.

Organizations are beginning to evaluate water risk and potential impacts on operations. Financial
institutions and investment firms are evaluating climate-change-related business risks and are
factoring water risks into investment and credit ratings and in evaluation of green investments.

The importance of water issues is recognized by the United Nations (UN) and reflected in several of
the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Water management policies are important for achieving
global poverty alleviation goals, facilitating climate change adaptation, and expanding international
cooperation and capacity-building support in developing countries, and will require implementation
of integrated water resources management at all levels, including through transboundary cooperation.
Water management policies are important to ensure a sufficient and constant supply of water under
increasing scarcity.

Water initiatives related to measuring and evaluation of risks rely on reliable and credible science-
based information. This growing need to evaluate and manage water risks requires confidence in water
information, and is resulting in a need for verification and validation of water statements.

0.2 Approach of this document

This document provides the requirements and guidance for verification and validation activity, whether
used in combination or independently, that can enable a verifier or validator to issue an opinion on a
water statement (or agreed-upon procedures findings) that are attributed to any organization, project
or normalized unit (e.g. product). Water information that is subject to verification is historical in nature,
while validation relates to the outcome of future events. User(s) of this document are responsible for
determining how to apply the requirements of this document in relation to the context and type of the
applicable water programme.

This document can be used by first-, second- and third-party water information verifiers and validators,
which may be an individual or a body. It is regime neutral, meaning that it can be used for verifying
and validating water information statements regardless of the criteria used to develop those water
statements. Criteria may be based on, for example, governmental agreements, regulatory requirements,
voluntary programme requirements or other compliance obligations.

This document provides requirements and guidance for performing verification and validation of water
statements. It is intended to be useful to a broad range of users, including:

— first-, second- and third-party water information verifiers and validators;

— organizations and individuals involved in developing and commissioning water projects;
— organizations conducting internal verification and validation of their water statements;
— organizations involved in water information verifier or validator training;

— voluntary and mandatory water programme administrators;
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